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- LCDR R. PESCOTT (Ass't OinC DSDS) 

This issue of /·FACEPLATE'· is dedicated to Conu:nander Norval E. NICKERSON. 
Commander NICKEl~ON has been officer in charge of the Deep Sea Diving 
School and Experimental Diving Unit since August of l9b0, He leaves us 
to take comrr~nd of the USS EDISTO (AGB-2}, an Icebreaker, homeported in 
Boston. 

Commander NICKERSON entered the Navy in June of 1938, attended Machinist 
School in Norfolk in 1939 and was assigned tc USS TUSCALOOSA upon graduation. 
In june 1940 he attended submarine school, and in Septerr~er was assigned to 
USS S-31. He was advanced to Chief Hotor Nachinist 's Hate in June 1943 and 
corrnlissioned Ensign in July 1944. From 1945 to 1949 he served on board the 
USS QUILLBACK (SS-424) an<i USS SKATE. In 1951 and 1952 he attended the Deep 
Sea Diving School as a student, and from here he joined the USS FLORIKAN as 
Executive Officer. From FLORIKAN to the Escape Training Tank in Pearl for 
the years 1954 - 1956. In Septewber of 195C he took over as Conw.anding 
Officer, USS TRINGA (ASR-lo), as corrrrnanding office', during his tour the 
ship was awarded the "E"' for intratype competition for 1957. In January 
1959 he came to the Expedmental Diving Unit as Assistant Officer in Charge, 
in July of 1960 was promoted to Commander, and took over as Officer in 
Charge of DS DS and EDU. 

From all of us here at the Unit and School we wish Commander NICKERSON the 
very best in his new command. We hope he will always have ''Fair winds and 
following seas·'. 

e U.S. NAVAL SCHOOL, DEEP SEA DIVERS .... LTJG R. F. JJTII"lES, USN 

Since the last "FACEPLATE". (October l9G2) the following personnel changes 
have occurred at DSDS. 

Departures 
WEBB, D. \AJ., BMC, Master Diver to USS WINDLASS (AP.SD-4) 
THOV.u\S, D.E., BNC, Haster Dive1- to USS PRBSERVER (ARS-8) 
PARKS, R., B:HCN, Naster Diver to EOD School, Indian Head, Hd. 
AANERUD, D.E., lfr1CS, transferred to Fleet Reserve, now employed by Duke 

University. 
LT L. H. LEVE, l·.i:C, USNR released to inactive duty. 
BANKS, T.W., PNC (non_:-di_ver type) (Editor of Faceplate for the past two years) 

transferred to Classification School, San Diego, California. 

Arrivals 
LCDR A.H. BARSOU11, NC, USN frorr, USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (SSBN-602) 
LTJG V. C. EVllliS, USN from 1~8 DELIVER (ARS-23} 
LT H. R. BERGHAN,USN fron, UE:S PENGUIN (lSR-12) 
STUART, R.D., BNC from USS CR'lNTICLEER (jJ81{_7) 
LIDDLE, H.S., DCC from USS CI:t:JITICL.ZER (.3R-7) 
THO}'.!AS, C., BHl from USS NIPL."JC (ATF-157) 

Ordered to report 
KENEALY, J .J., ENC from USS KITTHJAKE (i-iSR-13) 
SMELLER, R., BMl from USS HATACO (ATF-8C) 
BADCOCK, P.D., BMl frorr. USS SPE.t~Y (.rS-21) 
WIGINTON, R.L., BHl from NavSuBase, Pearl 

. - -· 
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4lt U.S. NAVAL SCHOOL, DEEP SEA DIVERS (cont 1 d) 

• 

CHBOSN R.F. JANES and R.E. THOJYiAS were promoted to LTJG in January under 
the ltvarrant to LDO Prograr.t. 

GENERAL INFOffi'TA'"riON 

Through research at the National Archives in Washington it is interesting 
to note that seven (7) U.S. Navy divers were awarded their countries 
highest deco~ation, the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Frank William CIULLZY, Chief Gunners Hate, USN 
19 Noverrber 1928 - ti"SS (F-4) off Honolulu. 

Thomas EADIE, Chief Gunners Hate, USN 
7 January 1928 - USS (S-4) off Provincetown, Hass. 

Orson L. CRAND/\LL, Chief Boa"t:swains Mate, USN 
23 Nay 1939 - USS SQUALUS {SS-192) 

Williams BADDERS, Chief Machinists Hate, USN 
23 Hay 1939 - USS SQUALUS {SS-192) 

James H. hcDONALD, Chief Netalsrd th, USN 
23 Nay 1939- USS SQUALUS (SS-192) 

John IviiHALOltBKI, Torpedoe:mans Mate Fi..:-st Class, USN 
23 Hay 1939 - USS SQUALUS (SS-192) 

Owen F. P. HAl-1Jv.lERBEltG, Boatswains Ma t2 Second Class, USN 
17 February 1945 - LST Pearl Harbor 
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e BUREAU OF NAVAL PEI?SONNEL - LCDR lv.l~. LEIBOLD, USN (Pers C2331) 

• 

The BuPers Hanual Change prograrr:raed for pror:·ulgation last December was 
delayed and is nov; scheduled for pror'ulgation in Lay. It is expected that 
a new edition of BuPers Instruction 1500.15 series will parallel the manual 
change. 

Haster Divers can expect to receive a -'•lvlaster Diver Designation Certificate" 
in the not too distant future. The certificate was recently approved by the 
Chief of Naval Pe:csonnel and will be sic:rned b~,r hiE; in recognition of our 
outstanding }Jaste:cs. The certificates are sui table for framing and should 
be delivered with appropriate ceremony. 

Judging fro:-.1 the inquiries recei vee', there ap;::ears to exist some misunder
standing of ·'cross training·· requirenLnts for Salvage Divers and above. 

Effective 1 July 1963, all Salvage Divers and above (i.e., Salvage Diver, 
Diver First Class, l'iaste:r Dived Lus·~ have coc:1pleted cross training re
quirements for continuance in diving as Diver First Class and/or Haster 
Diver. Salvage Dive:v-s cress t:cain in deep sea diving, a 13 w-2ek course, 
for re-designa-'.:ion as Diver First Class. Divers First Class and Haster 
Divers cross train in ship salvage, a 7 we:k course, for continued designation 
as Diver First Class and/or haster. The o::1ly exception to the foregoing r8-
quirem .nt is •·service equivalent··· which is applicable to those Divers First 
Class and Haster Divers 1t1ho have served in an ARS-ARSD type vessel for a 
minimur. )Jeriod of 12 months. 

Those Salvage Di ve:cs and above who have not coP.'.pleted cross training or 
fulfilled the service equivalent by 1 July l9G3 will be redesignat·3d Diver 
Second Class if within an authorized allowance and fully qualified. In this 
latter respect, it must be recognized thc.t all divers must b2 SCUBA qualified. 
There have been cases wherein di ve::s faiJ.ced cross training due to their in
ability or refusal to Eteet the SCUBA portion t>ereo.f. 

Allowance for salvage Divers are being revised to reflect a like nmnber of 
Divers First Class. Thus, the ARS allowance for exar.1ple, will be 4 Divers 
First Class in lieu of 2 Divers First Class and 2 Salvage Divers. 

Bill-lED - LCD2 C. F. i~QUiillRO, lviC, USN (Code 7 52 ) 

Under the heading of USS KLONDIKE CAR-22) in the October 1962 issue of 
FACEPLl~TE, woomnucD, }.Jv12 (DV) I USN, questioned the need of why divers working 
in a billet and diving al:r..ost eve!:y day (supposedly maintaining their 
qualifications) have to take pressure and 02 tolerance at annual physical 
time each year. The answer supplied was that it was ''in tlw book" 
(Article 15-30 of the Hanual of the' Eedical Department) and must be followed. 

This has been the bone of contention for many divers and diving activities. 
In consideration of a number o:.c sir:~ilar complaints, Code 7 5 of BUHED has 
reviewed the n~lated directive in t.h~; 1:-ianual of the Hedical Department and 
has initiated a proposed chang·'O to it. ':!:'his proposed change is now "going 
through the r:;.i!l··. 
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e BUJ::IED - LCDR C.F. AQUAD.RO, HC, USn (Code 752) (cont'd) 

• 

For your infonnation, the following quote from the proposed change is as 
follows: 

"Recompression chamber pressure an.::.-2 oxyc;:'en tolerance tests may be 
omitted as part of the annual physical exancination of divers who 
J:tave maintained their divir,g qualifications in accordance with 
current Bureau of Naval Personnel directives .... 

This cannot be ta>:,~n as accepted doctrine until the proposed change is 
approved and proper notification of it is distributed. It is hoped that 
this step will obviate a lot of unnecessary pressure and 02 testing. 

USS APACHE (.l':.TF-67) - ENS .H.H. BENEDICT, USlm, Diving Officer 

vfuile in l~"ESTPAC ::ecently the USS /,Pi",.CEE was called upon to conduct salvage 
operations on a Fifth Air Force F-lOOF jet aircraft which had gone down in 
eighty (JO) fe.:::i: of ;.rater near Sasebof Japan. The usually lengthy process 
of finding t.he obj\-::ct was reciuced to a negligable factor by the employment 
of Coastal ~Hnesweepe::s. B~r e1e tirrce the ;';PACHE arrived on the scene 
minesvJeeps had found and ma::keci tile location of the aircraft. As a result 
the AP11.CHE was able to set a two point ;:noor imrr..ediai:ely in a position 
su:i_table for lifting the downed aircraft. 

Perhaps the most interestinr::r di.scovery of the whole operation was made by 
the APACHE divers EN3 BENEDICT ancl I?. B. PAGE, BH3 on their initial dives. 
The AP!.CHI:: had moored about thirty (30) yards seaward of the aircraft which 
meant the divers had a little swiril. The visibility of the water was such 
that the aircraft was visible frorJ that distance underwater. Both divers 
went over the side and directly to the bottom and proceeded to the aircraft. 
When in ~.:he irmnediate vicinity of tr,e aircraft both divers were alerted by 
loud noises which upon comparin<;J not·es topsid·'?, :-<ere mistaken for a vessel 
passing directly overhead. 'l'he salvage opeYation continued in a routine 
manner with the aircraft being delivered to the Fiftl' Air Force intact. 
The loud noises referred to earlier remaineci throughout tne operatic·n in 
the immediate area of the aircraft and tl-',ere were no vessel overheac: at any 
time. Upon lengthy discussion it was r:::aliz,~d that these noises were echoes 
from the APACHE's generators bcuncing off the aircraft and being quite 
audible in the area of concentration; the deflecting object. Although not 
useful to the APACilli divers due to such excellent diving conditions the 
phenor.1enon may be useful to searching divers in murkier waters. Especially 
I feel the necessity of utilizing equipment which does not restrict the use 
of the divers ears as a searching implement. I generally have revitalised 
my thinking in regards to light weight equipment • 



e MASTER DIVER SELECTION AND DESIGNATION - LTJG H.H.BAIJY.!BRIDGE, Training 
Officer, DSDS 

• 

Despite numerous discussions with fleet personr•el, passing through the 
Washington area, and phone calls and letters from various activities, 
there still appears to be a great deal of confusion in the field concerning 
the eligibility requirem~:nts for and purpose of the Easter Diver Qualifi
cation Course. 

Although there was previous correspondence, the shortage of Master Divers 
was discussed and the course established, on a ter:tporary basis, by BuPers 
letter Pers-C233l-nbt, ser C23/786-0A of 21 November 1960. This letter 
was from the Chief of Naval Peysonnel to CNO, CINCLANTFLT, CINCPACFLT, 
COHSEltVPAC I COHSERVLANT I DEPCOL:SUBLlll'IT I COH3UBPAC I OINC DSDS, co EPDOLANT I 
EPDOPAC and EPDOCONUS. It was point,:d out that there were, at that time, 
63 authorized Master Diver bille~s and only 52 Master Divers on active 
duty. Of this nurnber, 19 were serving in excess of allowance or in non
Master Diver billets, leaving only 35 of the 63 billets filled. It was 
estimated that a minir:urr: of 84 designated l"laster Divers would be required 
in order to keep the C3 billets filled at all times. 

The Chief of Naval P9rsonnel expressed his concern with the existing 
shortage and established the special course in order to relieve the 
im:.tediate critical situation with a minir;mm reduction in standards. 
Specifically, personnel eligibJ.e VTere those who met all the requiremEmts 
of Article C-7408(7) of BuPers ~~nual with the exception of the required 
12 months aboard both an .PSR and an .li.RS or AI{SD type vessel. This was 
interpreted by son;-;omnands to mean that the candidate for the course 
need not have had ei-ther, when actually the intent was that the course 
would substitute f;:;;-c;r:;; of t:ne t:'Pe vessel requhenents. For exarr,ple 
a Chief Petty Officer who had served as a designated Diver First Class 
aboard an ASR for 12 months or more, but had not had the required 12 months 
aboard an ARS or ArtSD would be eligible for designation as Master Diver 
upon satisfactory completion of the course. The same would be true for 
the Diver First Class aboard an ih~ or ARSD who did not have the required 
time aboard an lSi?.. 

The 4-5 week course was design·3d to provide a comprehensive review of all 
phases of diving and ship salvage with primary emphasis upon the candidate's 
ability to actually take charge and sup~vise ·HeOz diving, operation of a 
submarine rescue chauber, laying out beach gear and actual salvage of a 
sunken ship. The course would be partially tailored to the needs of the 
individual in order to prcvide ma:zimum training in weak areas and to offer 
maximun, opportunity for ::r_e candidate to actually take charge of diving 
operations being conducted at th3 school. 

In addition to establishing quota procedures and convening dates for the 
three initial courses, the letter pointed out that the course was to serve 
the dual purpose of a training and evaluation period which was to include 
a formal evaluation and recoromendation by the Easter Diver Selection Board. 
It was stressed that attendance of tl:e course did not guarantee selection 
and designation as a Haster Diver; tr,at the corne -was primarily an 
expedient to alleviate the current shortage of f'iaster Divers and was not 
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tit ~ffiSTER DIVER SELECTION MJD DESIGN.~ (cont'd) 

• 

a substitute for experience--again pointing out that one year of duty on 
both an Ji.SR and an Al~ or ARSD vessel, as required by BuPers Hanual, was 
still considered to be the minin,um experience that a diver should get in 
order to develope proficiency in the duties and responsibilities of a 
Master Diver. 

By August of 1961, a total of eight candidates had successfully corr,pleted 
the course and had been designated Master Divers. In addition, six others 
who met the req<lirements set forth in BuPers Manual and therefore were not 
required to attend the course, had been designated for a total of 14 new 
Masters. This filled almost half of the original shortage of 32, however, 
due to normal retirements there was still a shortage of 24 Master Divers 
at that time. 

In view of the success of the three initial courses and the continued 
shortage of l1aster Divers, BuPers letter Pers C-2331-rj ser C23/354-1A 
of 28 August 1961, from the Chief of Naval Personnel to the same addressees 
as the previous letter, established the Naster Diver Qualification Course 
on a permanent basis. Since that time 16 new Masters hava been designated 
after successfully completing the course. The nurc:ber of Master Diver 
billets, in the rr.eantime, has been increased to 68 and unfortunately due 
to the continued retirements, physical dis-qualifications, etc., the 
number of Master Divers currently on active duty is 52--exactly where 
we were 2~- years ago, even though a total of 30 Master Divers have been 
designated during that time. 

The course is currently being scheduled for six per year with a raaximum 
of 4 candidates per course. This is the r~a~:imurr number of classes that 
can be scheduled due to the other training comrni tments of the school, 
therefore it is obvious that the current shortage is going to continue 
for some time to corr~. 

In the initial developmont of the course, it was assumed that the candidate 
coming from an 1-iSi{ would require only review and training in the Ship 
Salvage phase of the course, with only a n.inimum review in He02 procedures 
and the basic fundamentals of diving. The man corning from the AIS or ARSD 
would be th:..l opposite of course, requiring review emphasis in He02 and 
Submarine Rescue procedures. Unfortunately, experience has shown that the 
average candidate is universally weak:·in both areas, regardless of his 
background and experience, consequently it became necessary to provide a 
concentrated review not only in the two major phases (He02 and Ship Salvage), 
but in many of the basic funcamentals as well, with a proportionate 
reduction in the time allowed for supervising actual diving operations and 
evaluation. A number of canci.idates, although technically eligible for the 
course and designation as Haster Diver, have found themselves ill-prepared 
to keep up the pace which, in effect, anounts to crarM~ing a review of 
26 weeks of instruction into a five week period. This again illustrates 
the point made previously that the course cannot substitute for experience-
the candidate raust have more than a passing knowledge in the ''book learning" 
aspects of diving in addition to being an outstanding ·'practical': diver. 
Demonstrating ability to plan and take charge of diving operations is only 
one of the fifteen qualification factors listed in BuPers Hanual. 
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e THE CORRECT PROCEDURE TO FOLLOW IN RECOHl.U~NDING THE MASTER CANDIDATE IS: 

• 

1. Determine the candidates eligibility in accordance with BuPers ~~nual, 
Article C-7408 (7). He mist meet all requirer;,enJ~s 111ith the exception of 
having served a minimum of 12 monthS aboard both an ASR and ARS or ARSD. 
He must have had a miniruu.'!l. of 12 months in one or the other. He must be 
currently qualified and designated a Diver First Class (NEC 5342) which 
includes SCUBA qualifications and Cross Training (or the accepted equivalent
BuPers Inst 1500.15D refers). 

2. Request a quota for the Master Diver Qualification Course (5 weeks) 
from the Chief of Naval Personnel (Pers C2331). 

3. Upon receipt of the quota, subrd t a letter of reconill'.endation, for 
designation as master diver, to the Chief of Naval Fec:sonnel (Pers C2331), 
via the Officer in Charge, Deep Sea Diving· School, setting forth the 
fulfillment of each J:·equirement (i.e •. :Advanced to pay grade E-7 -
16 July 1959·'-- Graduated front DSDS - 12 i:.pril 1963·', etc.). Include a 
chronological resume of all duties perforrned as a diver with emphasis on 
experience in a supervisory capacity and the types of diving operations 
he participated in. It is not necessary to include copi.:;s of commendations, 
however mention of ar.y outstanciing acccr:tplislunents would be appropriate in 
the letter of recommendation. 

In considering a candidat-a for recomro·~ndation, it is extremely important 
that a determinaJ.:ion be made of his dec:ree of knowledge in all aspects of 
diving, particularly in deep diving and decompression procedures, treatment 
tables, physics and the medical aspects o£ d:ving, bearing in mind that he 
must be able to take charge of any diving operation, any time under any 
circumstances. Tod.::.y he ·nay be in an i'SR - tomorrow he may be flown to 
Instanbul to take c~arge of a major salvage operation. 

The responsibilities of the Naster Diver are well k:naim - picking the 
wrong table or group letter can be disasterous. To quote the new I:vlaster 
Diver Certificate "He is therefore considered fully qualified to supervise 
diving operations involving the use of air, helium-oxygen and SCUBA 
equipm2nt, to maximum authorized dc;pt:1s, on board any U.S. Navy diving 
activity.'' 

MASTER DIVER LIST 

The following list is base~ on the latest infon.~tion available as of 
15 Harch 1963. It was cor.:pi::.ed from a rr.achine run obtained in December 
1952 with known deletions, additions and changes ins:3rted. Two naitles have 
been omi tted--Kenny CATES, SFCH and Fran~c · Oj i ' HOLJ:JES, SFC because their 
physical status is not kno'l'm.. John KRCHTI., DCC:i>i has been physically 
disqualified, but was given special authoriza-tion by the Chief of Naval 
Personnel to continue to wear t~e :laster Diver insignia. He is currently 
serving in the USS PRAIRIE (i~D-l.S). 

It is requested that any known correctiom; to the lis-t: be forwarded to 
DSDS, Attn: LTJG BIIIl1lBlUDGE. 
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Name 
ALCORN, W.B. 
BAILEY, J.W. 
BENNETT, E.B. 
COX, H.C. 
CARROLL, H.R. 
CRISLER, L.G. 
CONNOLLY, T.F. 
CARROLL, R.C. 
COLLINS, F.R. Jr. 
DINAN, T.E. 
DIEHER, W.C., Jr. 
DOUG LI-S , L. F. 
DRISCOLL, R. F. 
EISSING, F.E., Jr. 
FRENCH, F.J. 
FAIRCLOTH, A.A. 
FLANAGAN, J.L.P. 
GREENE, J.C. 
HESS, C.E. 
HOLGEP..SON, A. C. 
JENSEN, F.G. 
KEl~NE, D.R. 
KENNEDY, J.N. 
LINDLER, C.J!:. 
LPJ1fu~, L. 
LiU1N, J. F. 
MESSERSNITH, J. E. 
MULLIKIN, H.B. 
MORRIS, R.K. 
MC ARDLE, R. F. 
HARCELL, C.T. 
MURRAY, R.K. 
PAYNE, 0. 
PARKS, R. 
PRICE, D.D. 
SOPCHICK, B.J. 
SHEATS, R. 
SHIRCLIFFE, A.C. 
STOur, J. 
T!J::IMONS I J .N. 
TIERNO, H.J., Jr. 
TAYLOR, C.V. 
TYLER, L.E., Jr. 
THO}'.l.AS I D. E • 
WILLIAMS, V. 
WEBB, D.W. 
WILKINSON, J.P. 
WALLACE, K. W. 
WHITE, W.C. 
WILLHITE, R.W. 
YENTES, R.D. 
ZANPERINI, A. L. 

Rate 
BHCS 
SFCA 
BHCH 
SFC 
EHC 
SFC 
BECH 
SFC 
SFC 
BNC 
DCCS 
BHC 
SFC 
SFCS 
BHCS 
BHC 
DCC 
BEC 
1'-ll~C 

SFC 
BliC 
BHC 
SFCS 
BLC 
BHCS 
SFC 
BNC 
SFC 
G!::CS 
EEC 
BNC 
l1l'iCS 
GEGC 
BNCH 
lVJNC 
BNCS 
ThCH 
BHC 
SFCM 
SFC 
BHC 
DCC 
SFC 
BHC 
BHC 
BMC 
SFCJ.Vl 
BhC 
B:tv1C 
SFCA 
SFC 
SFC 

Duty Station 
USS KITTHi.dCE (1-iSR-13 ) 
USS PETREL (!~2-14) 
HOTS, Pasadena 
PHIB/32, Little Creek 
OE:DLJi.B, l'\lni te Oal: 
DSDS, lvash., D.C. 
EDU, vJash., D.C. 
USS ESCi.PE (ARS-5) 
DSDS, Hash., D.C. 
l(ecruit ing Duty, Fla. 
NOTS, Pasadena 
USS TRINGA (ASR-16) 
USS TRIHGA (l\SR-16) 
USS KITTDT.:JCE U\.SR-13} 
NUTS, :?asadena 
DSS PET.~SL (J1SR-14) 
USS CCUCAL (I\SR-8) 
OIWFAC, Yokosuka 
NTS, Keyport 
USS PENGUIN (AS~-12) 
SHIPREPFAC, Subic 
HOL, Ft. LaudGrdale 
YFNB 17, Horfolk 
NS, Rota S;:xiin 
NOI'S, Pasadena 
wDS, Hash., D.C. 
USS hLETLEY {.:18-31) 
USS SI:':Lh..i.K (i3~~-20) 
USS C:tii~l::TICLEl:R (IiSR-7} 
EtU, vJash., D.C. 
NS, SDieqo 
WDS, Has:1., D.C. 
TJSS SP:SRf{Y US-12) 
ZOD School, Indian Head 
SUB.ASE, New London 
EODU 1 
USS NEREUS (AS-17) 
DSDS, Wash., D.C. 
SUB.l.SE, Pearl 
USS PENGUIN (ASR-12) 
U/v{ ORDSTA, Newport 
:.JSS GitEENL:C:T (ASI-t-10) 
U/~v ORDSTi~, Newport 
USS PRESERVE~ (ARS-8) 
DSDS, Wash., D.C. 
USS WINDLr3S (A.r?SD-4) 
U/W ORDSTA, Newport 
EDU, Wash., D.C. 
NTS, KGyport 
USS FLORII.:AN {fl.Sd-9) 
USS SU~WIRD (liS.L(-15) 
USS SALVAGER (Al~D-3) 

Date of 
Designation 

6-27-62 
6-7-57 
8-21-Gl 
5-11-GO 
3-4-60 
3-6-02 
2-27-El 
1-14-63 
1-27-01 
7-22-60 
5-9-131 
Pending 
5-20-58 

3-8-62 
10-13-58 
5-9-GJ. 
l-15-63 
Pendir:.g 
5-9-bl 
3-5-':!2 
7-30-58 
5-9-Gl 

11-2-59 
10-28-60 
7-5-Gl 
8-l-G2 
1-8-63 
5-22-62 
6-22-62 

G-2-59 
6-2-59 
2-19-57 
12-30-58 
2-21-61 

8-25-59 
3-6-Ci 2 
1-24-62 
1-30-Cl 
1-12-G2 
2-21-61 
1-19-60 

5-9-G1 
l-8-G3 
Pending 
7-3-131 



.. . ' 

• 

EXPERIMENTAL DIVING UNIT NEVINS, H.v.r., YNl 

CHANGE OF OOMMAND: On 1 April 1963, LCDR Geor·ge E. ENRIGHT, USN will, 
as an interim relief, relieve CDR Norval E. NICKERSON, USN as Officer in 
Charge, U.S. Naval School, Deep Sea Divers; and U.s. Navy Experimental 
Diving Unit. 

LCDR ENRIGHT will take command in an additional duty status until such 
time as a contact relief reports aboard. He is presently the Assistant 
Officer in Charge, U.S. Navy Experimental Diving Unit. 

LCDR ENRIGHT is well known throughout the diving navy, as he has spent 
most of his 28 years of naval serv:1_ce in this field. He has participated 
in many of the deepest dives performed here ~t the unit. 

ADDRESSING CORRESPONDENCE 

Due to the departure of our skipper in April, it is recommended that all 
future correspondence, of an off~.cial na:':.'Lre;. bo addressed to "Officer 
in Charge" vice name. Any persor.al correspondence would thereafter be 
delayed if it required access to files at this activity. 

ALUMINUM CYLI1~ERS 

All activities having aluminum cylinder underwater breathing apparatus 
are advised to read EUPERSINST 9930.6 of 15 ~~rch 1963, concerning the 
cleaning and pressure test of same. 

TRANSFER & RECEIPT 

Since the last 11FACEPLATErr, the following personnel changes have occurred 
at EDU: 

TRANSFERS 

MILNE, I.R., BMCA to SUPSHIP Pascagoula, Miss. awaiting fitting out 
and commissioning of the USS HOLLAI:D (AS-32) 
DELA ROSA, G. (n), YNl to Corr.illlander, Carri~r Anti-Sub Air Group '3 
LAVENDER, W.L., SFl to the Navy Exhibit Center, Wash.DC for CO~WLTOUR 
TAPLER, W.L., ETN2 to USS NAHANT (AN-83) 
HOOPER, J .L., SK2 to NAVSTA WASHDC (TRAIDS PRNC) 

RECEIPTS 
BARON, T. T., MHC from USS PE~:GUIN ( ASR-12) 
SHEEHAN, V.E., HMC from NAVSHIP Repair Fc.cility, Subic Bay, P.I. 
NEVINS, H.W., YNl from USS PIEDHOl!T (AD-17) 
JOHNS'roN, C.VJ., ETN3 from NAVAIRSTA, Patu..xent River, :t-id. 
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Experimental Diving Unit H. W. NEVINS, YNl 

Master Diver B. L. POWELL, TMC(DV), who transferred to the Fleet 
Reserve in October 1962 after 24 years of service to his country, 
has been selected to handle the Master Diver's job at Balboa 
Heights, Canal Zone. The job offering was publicized by the 
Panama Canal Company in the October issue of FACEPLATE. 

Medical Department News LTJG J. L. REYNOLDS, (MSC), USN 

Looking around the medical office here at EDU/DSDS it is surprising 
to see so many new faces. Sitting behind Dr. Wood's old desk 
is Dr. Goodman. LCDR W. B. WOOD,(~~), USNR departed early in 
February and is now a member of the faculty of the School of 
Medicine, University of North Carolina. LT M. W. GOODMAN, (MC), USN 
transferred over from DSDS, leaving LCDR A. H. BARSOUM, (MC}, USN 
two M.O. billets to handle by himself. Dr. Barsoum reported in 
from the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (SSBN-602)(BLUE) in Jan. Two new 
HM(DV)•s reported to the unit~ V. E. SHEEHAN, HNCA(DV), USN and 
Purdy LAFERRIERE, HMl(DV), USN. Chief SHEEHAN's last duty station 
was the Ship Repair Facility, Subic Bay, P.I. LAFERRI?RE 9hecked 
in from COMSERVRON 3. 

Among the missing on the school side were Don AM~RUDE, HMCS(DV), 
USN( RET) and B. J. JACKSON, HMl (DV) , USN. Chief ANNERUDE now 
holds a position as Hyperbaric Research Assistant at Duke University, 
N.C. and recommends the type of work to interested retiring HM(DV)•s. 
JACKSON is back in Hawaii again on board the USS GRASP. 

During 25-26 February the Second Symposium on Underwater Physiology 
was conducted under joint sponsorship of the National Academy of 
Sciences and the Office of Naval Research. Some of the out-of
towners present were CAPT H. F. ALVIS, (WC), USN; CAPT G. F. BOND, 
(MC), USN; Dr. C. J. LAMBERTSEN; Dr. E. LANPHIER; LT A. ERDE, (MC), 
USN; to name only a few. CDR WORKMAN, (MC), USN and his medical 
officer staff participated extensively during the meeting. CDR 
WORKMAN presented a paper on "Studies of Decompression and Inert 
Gas-Oxygen Mixture." LCDR WCOD• s paper on the "Ventilatory 
Dynamics under Hyperbaric States" was one of the outstanding 
presentations at the meeting and covered the work he had done 
here at the unit. LT GOCDMAN narrated at a film showing on "Inert Gas 
Narcosis in Man" while LCDR BARSOUM served as an able interpreter 
for the French speaking attendees. On the 27th of February, an 
Open House was held at EDU/DSDS in conjunction with the symposium • 
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From: Officer in Charge, u.s. Naval School, Deep Sea Divers; and U.S. 
Experimental Diving Unit 

As this issue of FACEPLATE goes to press, the last before my departure, 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish ec-.c:1 of you throughout the 
diving navy, and our colleagues throughout the '\'mrld, continued success 
in your endeavors and good diving. 

Many changes have taken place in diving in the past several years. New 
physiological break-throughs, new equipment, improved decompression 
schedules, new qualification standards, to name uut a few. To bring about 
these changes reouired the utmost in teamwork, cooperation &'1d good hard 
work. 

I feel,that with the recent added emphasis on diving end particularly 
that of deep diving to greatly extenjed depths, that diving is about 
to take on new stature. Certainly t~ere will be new challer~es and re
warding opportunities. 

lj#_~ ... ~; I p 
'?fA!/(.//-~~~~ 
1~. l!.. IH~KERSON 

Commander, U.S. Navy 
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