
  

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 

   
   

       
   

  
    

  
  

 

 

 

Naval  Vessel  Historical  Evaluation  
FINAL  DETERMINATION  

This evaluation is unclassified 

Name Hull Number 
LONG BEACH CGN 9 

Vessel Class Previous Vessel Designation (if any) 
LONG BEACH (Guided Missile Cruiser) Originally ordered as CLG (N)-160. Reclassified 

CG (N)-160 in early 1957, but was again 
reclassified as CG (N)-9 on 1 July 1957 

Vessel Location Current Status 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate 

Maintenance Facility (PSNS & IMF) Mooring 
Alpha 

Stricken, Final Disposition Pending 
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   Initial Evaluation Date 
   8 December 2025 

  Initial Finding 
 Ineligible 



  

   Final Evaluation Date 
23 December 2025  

          Eligibility for Listing to the National Register of Historic Places 
 Ineligible 

 Lineage Third U.S. Navy ship named after the city of Long Beach, 
California, and the last ship built on a traditional "cruiser hull" 
in the U.S. Navy; all subsequent cruisers were built on scaled-
up destroyer hulls. USS Long Beach (CGN 9) was originally 
ordered as CLG (N)‑160.  The ship was reclassified CG (N)‑160 

  in early 1957, and again reclassified as CG (N)‑9 on 1 July 
1957.  

 Displacement  15,540 tons (full load)  

 Length 721 ft 3 in  

 Beam  71 ft 6 in 

Draft   30 ft 7 in 

 Speed  30 knots 

 Propulsion   2 C1W nuclear reactors; 2 General Electric turbines; 80,000 shp 
(60 MW); 2 propellers  

 Armament  2 × twin Mk-10 launchers with Terrier SAMs (later replaced 
 with Standard ER SAMs) 

 1 × twin Mk-12 launcher with Talos SAMs (later removed)  

1 × 8-cell ASROC launcher  

 2 × 5 in (127 mm) guns 

2 × Mk-15 Vulcan-Phalanx 20mm CIWS  

2 × triple 12.75 inch ASW torpedo tubes for Mk 44 or Mk 46 
ASW torpedoes  

Launchers for 8 Harpoon missiles added later  

Vessel  Snapshot  
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2 Armored Box Launchers for a total of eight Tomahawk cruise 
missiles replaced the Talos launcher 

Laid Down 2 December 1957 

Launched 14 July 1959 

Built By Bethlehem Steel Co., Fore River Shipyard, Quincy, 
Massachusetts 

Sponsor Mrs. Craig Hosmer, wife of Congressman Hosmer of California 

Delivered 1 September 1961 

Commissioned 9 September 1961 

Decommissioned 1 May 1995 

Stricken 1 May 1995 

Vessel History 

Deployments 
Summary 

2 December 1957 — Keel laid in Bethlehem Steel Company's Fore River 
Shipyard, Quincy, Massachusetts. 

14 July 1959 — Launching; Mrs. Craig Hosmer christened the ship as the 
sponsor. 

5 July 1961 —Long Beach underway for the first time using nuclear power. 

9 September 1961 —Long Beach commissioned as the first nuclear-powered 
surface vessel at the Boston Naval Shipyard. 

2 October 1961 — Change of homeport to Norfolk, Virginia. 

1 August 1963 — 1st deployment to the Mediterranean. 

28 April 1964 — 2nd deployment to the Mediterranean for "Nuclear Task 
Force One". 
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15 March 1966 —Long Beach and City of Long Beach, California unite for 
first time. Change of homeport to Long Beach, California. 

7 November 1966 — 1st Western Pacific deployment. 

1 May 1967 — Deployed to Gulf of Tonkin. 

15 April 1968 — 2nd Western Pacific deployment. 

11 August 1969 — 3rd Western Pacific deployment. 

1 July 1970 —Long Beach begins refueling at Mare Island Naval Shipyard. 

28 March 1972 — 4th Western Pacific deployment. 

1 May 1973 — 5th Western Pacific deployment. 

7 November 1974 — 6th Western Pacific deployment. 

7 June 1975 — Change of homeport to San Diego, California. 

15 September 1976 — 7th Western Pacific deployment. 

4 April 1978 — 8th Western Pacific deployment. 

7 January 1980 — 9th Western Pacific deployment. 

1 January 1981 — Begins Comprehensive Overhaul at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard in Bremerton, Washington. 

13 January 1984 — 10th Western Pacific deployment. 

9 January 1985 — Selected Restricted Availability at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard. 

13 May 1986 — 11th Western Pacific deployment. 

25 July 1987 — 12th Western Pacific deployment. 

19 October 1987 — Participated in Kuwaiti tanker reflagging and provided 
anti-aircraft cover during Operation Nimble Archer. 

13 October 1988 — North Atlantic Treaty Organization Ship Visit. 

18 September 1989 — 13th Western Pacific deployment/world cruise. 

28 May 1991 — 14th Western Pacific deployment in support of Operation 
Desert Storm. 
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8 April 1992 — Comprehensive overhaul at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 

12 May 1993 — Underway Counter Narcotics Patrol, Central America. 

8 November 1993 — Underway Counter Narcotics Patrol, Caribbean. 

6 May 1994 — Change of homeport to Norfolk, Virginia. 

2 July 1994 — Deactivation ceremony at Norfolk Naval Station. 

After Long Beach was deactivated in 1994, the ship was towed to Newport 
News Shipbuilding where the entire superstructure was removed and the 
reactors were defueled. After this work was completed in the winter of 1995 
the hull was towed through the Panama Canal to Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard where the vessel has been waiting to be recycled. Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard subsequently completed a limited-scope hull preservation 
availability in 2015 that resulted in removal of the bow and stern of the 
vessel. The vessel has lost integrity since 1995. 

Vietnam Service Medal (19) 
1966-11-29 - 1967-01-06 
1967-02-01 - 1967-03-01 
1967-03-12 - 1967-04-07 
1967-05-05 - 1967-06-13 
1968-05-04 - 1968-06-11 
1968-06-21 - 1968-07-11 
1968-07-13 - 1968-08-07 
1968-09-12 - 1968-10-23 
1969-09-03 - 1969-10-11 
1969-10-26 - 1969-12-04 
1969-12-10 - 1969-12-12 
1969-12-20 - 1969-12-22 
1970-01-01 - 1970-01-25 
1972-04-13 - 1972-06-23 
1972-07-01 - 1972-07-31 
1972-08-08 - 1972-09-06 
1972-09-15 - 1972-10-16 
1972-10-25 - 1972-11-22 

Southwest Asia Service Medal 
1991-07-06 - 1991-10-12 

Navy Unit Commendation 
1968-05-07 - 1968-10-20 

Navy E Ribbon (6) 
5 
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1991-01-01 - 1992-12-31 
1993-01-01 - 1993-12-31 
1977-07-01 - 1978-12-31 
1985-01-01 - 1986-06-30 
1986-07-01 - 1987-12-31 
1988-01-01 - 1989-06-30 

Meritorious Unit Commendation 
1966-11-19 - 1967-06-08 
1972-04-10 - 1972-11-30 

Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
1990-10-16 - 1990-11-18 
1991-06-10 – 1991-06-28 Operation FIERY VIGIL 

Humanitarian Service Medal 
1980-04-29 
1980-05-01 

Combat Action Ribbon 
1972-04-26 

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (5) 
1987-09-01 - 1987-09-02 
1987-09-20 - 1987-09-26 
1987-09-29 - 1987-10-28 
1987-10-30 - 1987-11-29 
1990-01-17 - 1990-01-31 

Noteworthy 
Events 

31 July 1963 sailed under Rear Adm. Bernard M. Strean from Gibraltar on the first 
nuclear around‑the‑world cruise along with two other vessels USS Bainbridge (CGN 
25) and USS Enterprise (CVN 65). This operation, "Sea Orbit," reminiscent of the 
cruise of the Great White Fleet in 1907‑09, demonstrated the strategic mobility of 
U.S. naval nuclear‑powered surface forces independent of normal fleet logistic 
support. During 58 steaming days Long Beach steamed over 30,000 miles at an 
average speed of 25 knots, without being refueled or resupplied. In the course of the 
voyage, numerous foreign dignitaries visited the ship during visits off both coasts of 
Africa and in‑port calls at Karachi, Pakistan; Melbourne, Australia; Wellington, 
New Zealand; and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. An unqualified success, the operation 
proved to people around the world the tremendous increase in capabilities nuclear 
power brings to the U.S. Navy. 
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DANFS* Entry https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/l/long-
beach-iii.html. 

*Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships 
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Criteria Evaluation1 

i. Was the vessel awarded an individual No 
Presidential Unit Citation? (A 
Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to 
military units that have performed an 
extremely meritorious or heroic act,
usually in the face of an armed enemy.) 

ii. Did an individual act of heroism take No 
place aboard the vessel such that an 
individual was subsequently awarded 
the Medal of Honor or the Navy Cross? 
(The Medal of Honor is awarded for 
valor in action against an enemy force. 
The Navy Cross is awarded for 
extraordinary heroism in action not 
justifying an award of the Medal of 
Honor.) 

iii. Was a President of the United States was 
assigned to the vessel during his or her
naval service? 

No 

iv. Was the vessel was the first to Sole member of the Long Beach class, and the last 
cruiser built for the United States Navy to a cruiser 
design. The first nuclear‑powered surface warship in 
history. Ship was designed as experimental platform 
for testing new sonar systems. 

incorporate engineering, weapons 
systems, or other upgrades that 
represent a revolutionary change in 
naval design or warfighting capabilities? 

v. Did some other historic or socially 
significant event occur on board the 
vessel? 

No 

Assessment of integrity of (as appropriate) 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and/or
association 

Partially dismantled, lost integrity. 

Historical Evaluation Conclusion Ineligible Major alterations have been made in 
design that do not maintain the historic design of the 
vessel (loss of the superstructure and major hull
elements) Character defining features of USN 
warship have been lost, such as main armament, 
superstructure, bow, and stern.  Does not evoke the 
aesthetic of a 20th –century USN warship. Vessels 
fails to meet integrity stands outlined in NRB 20 at pp 
8-9.  Ex-Long Beach fails the integrity portion of
eligibility.  While there are some historic aspects they 
do not meet the necessary minimum for eligibility,
being associated with a historic context and retention 
of historic integrity. 
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Sources -Naval History and Heritage Command: https://www.history.navy.mil/our-
collections/photography/us-navy-ships/alphabetical-listing/l/uss-long-beach--cgn-9-
0.html 
- SeaForces.org CGN-9-USS Long Beach: 
https://www.seaforces.org/usnships/cgn/CGN-9-USS-Long-Beach.htm 
- Naval Vessel Registry for CGN-9 USS Long Beach: 
https://www.nvr.navy.mil/nvr/getHull.htm?shipId=4821 
- DANFS Entry CGN-9 USS Long Beach: 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/l/long-beach-
iii.html 

1 Evaluation conducted using triggers established for naval vessels in Program Comment for the Department of 
Navy for the Disposition of Historic Vessels, issued by the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation on 15 March 
2010 and National Register Bulletin 20, “Nomination Historic Vessels and Shipwrecks to the National Register of 
Historic Places”. 
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Historic Preservation Stakeholder Comment 

Historic preservation stakeholder comments received are considered when preparing final 
determinations. The initial determination for this vessel was made available for comment by 
historic preservation stakeholders for 60 days. During that time, the Navy received 0 written 
comments. 

Comments Received Comment Disposition 
None. 
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