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Hazard Classification

• DoD Procedures

• DoD, DOT, and Foreign

• Lithium Batteries 

• SSEC
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Hazard Classification – DoD Procedures 

• NAVSEAINST 8020.8C (Joint Service)
– Applies to:

• explosives and articles containing 
explosives

• the transportation and storage 
configuration 

– Transportation
• Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49  
• UN Recommendations on the 

Transport of Dangerous Goods

–  Storage
• NATO

– STANAG No. 4123 
– AASTP-3
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Hazard Classification – DoD Procedures - Interim 
• For RDT&E AE 
• Approved by Service   

– Authority for transport granted by DOT-SP 
15448  

• Assigned in 30 Days (Navy)
– With appropriate technical data

• Based on material tests and evaluation
• Most have 1 year expiration date

–  Navy storage exclusion
• IHC paperwork must accompany 

shipment
• Commercial (CONUS)/DoD 

Transportation and DoD Storage

Program 
(requests IHC)

NOSSA*
(assigns IHC)
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*Army/Air Force Offices
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Hazard Classification – DoD Procedures - Interim
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Hazard Classification – DoD Procedures - Final 

 For AE entering the DoD  
inventory (and their 
components)

 Approved by DoD/DOT
 Assigned in approximately 120 

days
 With appropriate technical data

 Based on full-scale testing on 
the AE

 DOT Approval (EX letter) signifies 
completion 

 Lasts for the life of the munition
 Published in JHCS, OIS, and 

NAVSEA SW020-AC-SAF-010
 Transportation and Storage 
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Hazard Classification – DoD Procedures - Final
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Most EX letters for DoD AE are 
available in the JHCS   
(https://jhcs.deskes.dod-esb.army.mil)

All recent EX letters are available on 
the DOT website 
(https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/approvals-and-
permits/hazmat/approvals-search)

https://jhcs.deskes.dod-esb.army.mil/


N
O
S
S
A

Hazard Classification – DOT  

 For all AE 
 Regulations – 49 CFR (UN 

Recommendations)
 Approved by DOT
 DOT long range planning
 Based on full-scale testing on 

the AE
 DOT Approval (EX letter) 

signifies completion 
 Typically lasts for the life of the 

AE
 Commercial Transportation
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Hazard Classification – Foreign

• Specific Country Regulations (based 
on UN recommendations)

• Most have a Competent Authority 
approval

• Shipment of Class 1 AE in the U.S. 
requires additional approvals (49 
CFR 171.23(b)(4)) 

• Competent Authority list available on 
DOT website 
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Hazard Classification - Uses

Hazard 
Classification 

Types DoD Interim
RDT&E AE
Shipment – CONUS¹
Storage

DoD Final
Inventory AE (and components)
Shipment - U.S./International
Storage

DOT
Non inventory AE
Shipment² – U.S./International
Storage³

Foreign
Non inventory AE
Shipment⁴ – International
Storage³ - Multinational military 
training, exercises, or operations  

¹Exceptions for U.S. military 
vehicles
²Commercial vehicles 
³If Service implemented
⁴Commercial or foreign military Distribution Statement A
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Hazard Classification – Lithium Batteries

• Transportation Requirements
– 49 CFR 173.185

• Testing Requirements - UN Manual of Tests and Criteria  Section 38.3 
(applies for transporting Li batteries and AE containing Li Batteries)

• DON Safety Requirements
– NAVSEAINST 9310.1C (Naval Lithium Battery Safety Program)

• Lithium Rechargeable Batteries in AE
– Regulations being updated 
– AE designed to allow removal of batteries for charging/recharging highly 

recommended  
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Hazard Classification - SSEC

• Situation Specific Explosive Classification (SSEC) – During explosives operations 
other than transportation and storage, the hazard division and other associated 
hazard classification parameters (e.g. subdivision) that apply to an individual 
set of explosives configurations, within defined circumstances (e.g. explosive 
operations executed in accordance with Standard Operating Procedures),  
such that QD may be established for the operating location. 

• Technical Paper No. 28 , SSEC Process -  Provides guidance for developing SSEC 
process   

• TP 28 in final draft form and is routing through DoD approval process
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240 435-1272

Hazard Classifier

gayland.e.walseman.civ@us.navy.mil

Ed Walseman
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