Blast from the Past:

1778

Feb. 14 –-Ranger, under John Paul Jones, receives first salute to U.S. flag by European country.

1799

Feb. 9 -- Constellation, under Thomas Truxtun, defeats the French frigate Insurgente.

1812

Dec. 29 –-Constitution, under William Bainbridge, leaves HMS Java a shambles in a hard two and a half hour fight off Brazil.

1862

March 9 -– First battle of ironclads occurs between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia (ex-Merrimack).

1898

Feb. 15 -– Battleship USS Maine explodes in Havana Harbor in Cuba.

1949

Jan. 26 -– USS Norton Sound becomes the first ship to launch the first guided-missile.

