Letter to the Editor: 

Career development


I think one of the biggest things is to be doing something you enjoy doing. As a command career counselor, I have received the greatest satisfaction when an undesignated striker perseveres to become a designated petty officer. 


Most personnel in the Navy are accepted into a rating so they pretty much know their career path. That is not so for the undesignated striker. My first encounter with these individuals is usually at their career development board, where I essentially ask them what would they like to do in the Navy. Some have an idea and some do not. 


In any case, it is such a pleasure to help fit someone to a profession they find desirable, watch them take the steps to complete the required courses, get the necessary on the job training and participate in a Navy wide exam. Then to finally see their name on the list of selectees, and have them go through petty officer indoctrination class as I had to so long ago, it’s very satisfying. 


These individuals have nothing but potential and to see them succeed at one of their first Naval milestones, and to know I had some small part, makes it all worthwhile.

     There are many important choices surface Sailors can make that will help them succeed in their Naval Career, but there is not one alone that is the magic answer. If I had to narrow them down, though, I would say that diversity in commands is one. As you climb the ranks it is important to be well rounded and expose yourself to all your rating can offer. 


The second would have to be education, including off duty, correspondence courses and Navy schools. You can get a college degree for almost nothing, and it is free to do Navy correspondence courses.

Getting Navy schools for more designations is fine, but the true benefit comes from attaining as much knowledge as you can within your rating. That is bound to have nothing but a positive impact on a member’s career. The opportunities are available to anyone who wants to undertake them.

--NC1(SW) Sharlene Jefferson

Command Career Counselor

USS Bulkeley (DDG 84)

