Letter to the Editor:

‘On’ or ‘In’ a ship?


 I congratulate you on the outstanding edition of Surface Warfare magazine dated July/August 2002. Keep up the good work! I especially enjoyed the photos and comments pertaining to the training of signalmen.


However, in reading through the magazine, I noticed there were several articles with references made to “serving on a ship” and at least one reference pertaining to “rates.”  The Letter to the Editor titled “Are you sure about Coronado?” is one of those articles.


I made the mistake of saying “I served on the USS Idaho (BB 42) during World War II” in a conversation with the late ADM Arleigh Burke a long time ago. He tactfully informed me, “One does not live on a house, one does not ride on a car and one does not serve on a ship. One lives in a house, one rides in a car and one serves in a ship.” 


He explained this was the terminology, which was taught to him at the U.S. Naval Academy back in the years 1919-1923 and that it was proper language for Sailors. I have never forgotten it.


Now then, referring to rates and ratings, a rate is a pay grade of which we currently have but nine in the enlisted community (E-1 through E-9). A rating is an occupation of which we have about 70-75 at the current time, I believe. 


So, I would advise all hands to take stock of this “verbiage” and use it whenever it is called for.


I would appreciate hearing from any of your readers who do not agree with this bit of information and cite an official reference, which could be used to verify their statements.

--SNCS David Graham, USN (Ret)

San Diego, Calif. 


SNCS Graham, thank you for the nice comments referring to our magazine. We’re glad you enjoy Surface Warfare. And thanks for the corrections. You are right concerning rates and ratings, and you will see the correct usage in this issue. Concerning the usage of “in” or “on” a ship... Many Sailors use “in”, but today we are taught to use the word “on.”  We use it when referring to a military base, such as on a base, on an installation, or on a ship. Ships are considered the same as a base or installation in this sense. – Ed.
