Letter to the Editor: 

A Day Long Remembered


Ask any American who lived through the 1960s where he was when Neil Armstrong took that “giant leap” onto the surface of the moon for the first time in the history of humanity, and without fail, he will be able to tell you -- probably in surprising detail. He might remember what he was eating for breakfast, the particular project he was working on, or the particular shade of blue the sky was when he heard the news. 


There are certain events that have impacts so powerful they sear themselves like brands into the memories of all those who witness them. The moon landing by the astronauts of Apollo 11 was one of these, as was the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 


Whether we were here in Yokosuka, Japan, as USS Gary (FFG 51) was, serving elsewhere in the world or even at home in the states, watching the horror unfold on TV and resolving to join the military and participate in America’s response, the events of those days were forever burned into our memories.


Now, more than a year later, those images remain as intense as ever. In Yokosuka, Sept. 11, 2002, dawned bright and clear. Aboard Gary, the anniversary of the attacks was observed with a simple ceremony: the entire crew assembled on the flight deck to observe colors and to say a brief prayer to commemorate the fallen. Standing in ranks, the crew watched and the captain saluted as the proud red, white and blue ensign ran swiftly up the truck, only to drift slowly back down to half-mast, gently billowing in the warm breeze. 


The atmosphere was a somber one, but tinged with an undercurrent of resolve. As she has before, Gary stands ready to answer all bells in support of the war on terrorism, and this commitment is now made even more evident by the “Don’t Tread On Me” Navy Jack, raised on the bow of this great ship, concurrently with the rest of the fleet. 


Wendell Phillips said “the price of liberty is eternal vigilance,” and the past year has certainly shown that to be true. We must indeed be vigilant and be ready to defend ourselves from those who would do us evil, but even more importantly, we must not succumb to fear and paranoia. 


We must not fall into the trap of perpetuating the hate and bigotry that spawn such acts in the first place. For that is the very aim of terrorism. Every time an American glances at the sky in fear, or cringes a little before opening the mailbox, each time an American cannot let go of the grief and rage that we all felt on that fateful day, those that orchestrated these heinous attacks win a little. 


Remember we must; forget we cannot and will not. But we must remember also not to fear, nor to thirst too strongly for vengeance. We have mourned for more than a year now, and it is time to hold our heads high once again. Though the road is long, if we all, as Americans, stay true to those principles which have made our nation a shining beacon of hope to the world, we cannot help but emerge victorious.

--ENS Ryan Easterday 

Public Affairs Officer

USS Gary (FFG 51) 

