Focus: 
Commissioning program created for SWCC

By Naval Special Warfare Group 2 public affairs


It's been a little over a year since the Navy formally recognized the special warfare combatant-craft crewman (SWCC) program with its own designator. Now the Navy has recognized that as the community matures it will need technical experts to help lead and guide its Sailors. So it will announce the first SWCC chief warrant officers (CWO) in fiscal year '04, and is accepting the first CWO packages now during fiscal year '03.


"This is a great opportunity for SWCC professional development," said CMDCM Brian Brackett, Naval Special Warfare Group 4. "This is a highly motivated community with highly capable Sailors."


Sailors must meet all existing requirements and maybe a few more.  Brackett has suggested additional competitive qualifications, such as patrol officer (not craft specific), leading chief petty officer in a special boat detachment, and successful deployments and assignments. 


The newly commissioned CWOs will initially fill billets as Mark V special operations craft detachment officers-in-charge (OIC). 


"By having chief warrants with the SWCC background as the OIC, it would provide the crew more consistent leadership and cut down on time needed to get the new OIC up to standard for the boat," said Brackett. 


Currently, the OIC positions are held by line officers, which are needed for other ships and leadership positions within the surface community. Within two years the OICs will be CWOs.


The new CWO program will "allow the men to come up through the ranks and it gives them additional responsibility," Brackett said. 


In addition, "this program offers more leadership opportunities and independent duty," said CDR Patrick Sullivan, commanding officer of Special Boat Team 20. 

SWCC designated personnel operate a variety of small boats, within special boat teams and special boat units, in direct support of Navy SEALs and other special operations forces. With roots back through the “brown water Navy” in Vietnam and World War II, the SWCC community is an integral part of Naval special warfare. The new CWO program should bring more esprit de corps to an already tight community.


"A lot of thought has been put into the role of the chief warrant officer within the community," Brackett said. "The program will benefit everyone and should have a positive impact, quickly felt Navy wide." 
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Special warfare combatant-craft crewmen (SWCC) from Special Boat Unit 22, along with members from Navy SEAL Team 5, practice beach incursions during exercise Northern Edge in Ketchikan, Alaska. SWCC personnel are now eligible to become chief warrant officers. (Tech. Sgt. Brian Snyder/USAF)  

[image: image2.jpg]



Chief Warrant Officer Shoulder Boards

