Focus: 

NPC introduces Sea Warrior

By USS Bonhomme Richard public affairs


Administrators from the Naval Personnel Command (NPC) visited USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) recently to introduce the Sea Warrior program -- a new system being developed to help Sailors select future duty assignments on the Internet.


According to Bonhomme Richard's command career counselor's office, the new program will allow Sailors to view billets online and select one without having to call their detailer directly. Sailors visit a website where they log on and view empty billets. Once the Sailor finds a desired billet, he or she submits the request online to fill the spot.


While the proposed program might seem similar to the current job advertising and selection system (JASS), NCCS(SW/AW) Warren Blue, Bonhomme Richard's command career counselor, pointed out a few significant differences between the two programs. 


"Unlike JASS, with this program, the Sailor can sit at home with his spouse and decide which billet they want to go to," Blue said. "JASS requires the Sailor to work with career counselors to see what's available and wait for them to send the request for orders."


Under the proposed Sea Warrior program, Blue said crew members could check the Internet to see what's available and submit their request themselves on line. He also indicated Sea Warrior will offer services to help Sailors decide which billet to select. 


"There are three categories when you pull up the page that'll let you know what's best for your career path," said Blue. "Under the preference, skills and relocation cost categories, the Sailor will see one of three colors: green, yellow or red. The colors indicate whether the Sailor has a good, possible or bad match between the Sailor's desires and the billet requirements."


The career counselor said the program also suggests, by using the same color-coding system, which assignments may help an individual's career goals.


NPC proposed the Sea Warrior program to the office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and they expect to implement the program in Spring 2003 using Bonhomme Richard as a test platform. 
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SN Charles Beasley of USS Bonhomme Richard’s (LHD 6) deck department tends the phone and distance line from USNS Concord (T-AFS 5) during an underway replenishment. Sailors like Beasley may have an easier time when they are choosing their next set of orders.  The new Sea Warrior program, introduced on the Bonhomme Richard, helps Sailors look up available billets on the Internet and place a request directly to the detailer on line. (PHC(NAC) Spike Call/USN) 
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The United States ensign flies from the flagstaff of the Captain's Gig of USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) as it is steered ashore from her mother ship during the vessel's three-day anchorage in Bahrain's harbor. Bad phone connections or time zone differences will not inconvenience Bonhomme Richard Sailors who are up for orders and trying to contact their detailers. The new Sea Warrior program, which is being tested on their ship, helps them find available billets on the Internet and place requests directly to their detailers online. (JCCC/USN)
