From the Deckplate: 

Sailors enjoy ‘John Wayne Day’ 

By JOSN J.J. Hewitt

USS Fort McHenry public affairs


Marines forward deployed on U.S. Navy ships continually see first hand how Sailors live and work. This past fall, Sailors from the USS Essex (LHD 2) Amphibious Ready Group went ashore with Marines to experience and learn how they work in the field during an exercise conducted near Okinawa, Japan.


Although Marines and Sailors work together to reach common goals, few Sailors travel with Marines to the beach. So the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) invited Sailors from Essex, USS Juneau (LPD 10), and USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) to participate in “John Wayne Day.” 


The sea services designed the day so Sailors and Marines would learn each other’s procedures and continue to work as one team. John Wayne Day helps the Navy and Marine Corp team understand each other better.


“John Wayne Day is a chance for Sailors to see what Marines do for a living, ride in Marine vehicles and even fire weapons used by the MEU,” said Marine Chief Warrant Officer Bryan Simon, Juneau’s combat cargo officer. “We were limited to how many Sailors we could send so different departments chose among their exceptional Sailors to travel with the Marines.”


Navy participants began John Wayne Day by painting their faces in camouflage. They then donned helmets and flak jackets, and left their daily routines as ordnance technicians or yeomen, aboard the comfort of their own ships, to become riflemen for a day on the sandy shores that Marines call home.



The Marines who led each Navy squad became hosts to the Sailors, who for hundreds of years have been sharing their quarters with the “Jarheads.” Sgt. Kevin Kirby, squad leader for one of the MEU’s combat rubber reconnaissance craft boat companies, led one of the squads and was surprised to find that some of the less significant or simpler things Marines do impressed Sailors the most.     


“It’s good to be able to come out here and show the Navy what we do from our perspective,” said Kirby. “When Marines talk to each other about everyday ‘Marine things’ the Sailors usually don’t understand -– like an LBV (load bearing vest) or a flak jacket. They were excited about wearing them and not only being able to see what we do, but actually participate.”


Equipment like flak jackets not only immersed the Sailors in the mindset of the field, but also added an essential amount of safety.


“They (the Marines) seemed to be very concerned for our safety,” said HTFA Kareig Stewart of Juneau. “This was the first time some of us had a chance to do this kind of thing, so safety was real important.”


The Navy groups moved between several stations. At one station, Marines from a mechanized company took the Sailors for rides in their amphibious armored vehicles (AAV). The AAVs started off on the beach and plunged into the water for a ride they may never forget. 


Another station showed Sailors what boat companies are made of. The Marines manned their 75 horsepower boats with the new Navy crewmembers and took off into the surf with the same speed and intensity Marines in the company are used to. 


A third station was the gun range, where Sailors received the rare opportunity to fire M-240G machine guns and M-249 squad automatic weapons. Just like Marines, instructors taught Sailors how to get into low firing positions behind their machine guns and aim in for the kill.


“I never thought I’d get to shoot a fully automatic weapon in my life,” said SK2 William Kop, also of Juneau.


After the range, Sailors witnessed how Marines trained for a beach landing, including a demonstration on how to handle hostile situations. 


“I really did not know what to expect,” said Stewart. “I knew Marines did this kind of stuff, but after seeing it first hand, I am really impressed.”


Members of the seagoing service took this opportunity to experience another side of the military that may have escaped them.


“I really enjoyed it,” said Kop. “I hope I can do something like this again someday.”


“It was a once in a lifetime experience to come out here and experience some of what the Marines do,” said IT2 Quentin Fannin of Essex. “They’re always on our turf; it’s about time we got a chance to run with them.”


(Sgt. S.K. D’Alessio of the 31st MEU contributed to this article.)

[image: image1.jpg]



SKSN Cameron McAnally takes a ride in an amphibious assault vehicle (AAV) during “John Wayne Day.”  Sailors of the USS Essex (LHD 2) Amphibious Ready Group spent a day with the Marines of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit and received hands-on demonstrations of various aspects of Marine Corps training. They participated in weapons training and experienced rides in AAVs and on combat rubber reconnaissance crafts. (Lance Cpl. Steven Fuschini/USMC)
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Marines show Sailors from USS Essex (LHD 2) what it’s like to land on the beach in a combat rubber reconnaissance craft during “John Wayne Day.”  (Lance Cpl. Steven Fuschini/USMC)
