[image: image1.jpg]


PEARL HARBOR NAVAL SHIPYARD

[image: image2.jpg]


& INTERMEDIATE MAINTENANCE FACILITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS
667 Safeguard St., Suite 100 (Code 1160)
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI  96860-5033
Phone: (808) 474-0272          Fax: (808) 474-0269

Website: www.navsea.navy.mil/shipyards/pearl/default.aspx
For Immediate Release---003
Jan. 25, 2013
Shipyard SOY is all about Shipmates
By David Tomiyama 
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii – For Gunner’s Mate 1st Class (SW) Aaron Savoie, it is all about the Sailor. Whether it is leading Sailors at work, volunteering his time in their career development, supporting individual augmentees (IA) or coordinating community programs, the 2012 Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility’s Sailor of the Year is involved with anything and everything that involves Sailors.  

“Petty Officer Savoie is the top notch Sailor and the epitome of inspirational leadership,” said

Master Chief Machinist’s Mate Rommel Paulo, Code 200 master chief. “He is the very definition of the phrase “sustained superior performance.””

Savoie dedicates his time away from work to his shipmates. He voluntarily serves as the Shipyard’s first class petty officer association secretary, chairs the junior Sailor of the quarter boards, runs the petty officer leadership course, conducts command development boards and trains Sailors in their in-rate and basic military requirements continual training. He is also the IA coordinator, communicating, training and tracking deployed Shipyard Sailors and a member of the Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam’s (JBPHH) Sailors Against Drunk Driving program. 

“I do this to support the Sailors,” Savoie said. “It’s important to me to help as many of them out as I can by setting a good example, challenging and pushing them to advance in their careers and recognizing their achievements.”

Savoie’s spirit of service extends beyond the gates of the base. As the Shipyard’s volunteer coordinator, he’s led 42 events that generated over 2,000 man-hours of local community support.

“Petty Officer Savoie’s selfless dedication in coordinating, organizing and participating in community and local school events had a positive, significant impact to the public and the people of Hawaii,” Paulo said.

The Code 210 Fleet Technical Support Division leading petty officer and weapons technician is responsible for the day-to-day activities of 18 Sailors. His team assesses, troubleshoots and repairs 12 JBPHH-based surface ship’s MK 38 Mod 1 and 2 chain gun systems and MK 45 light weight gun system. In 2012, they completed 106 fleet technical assist visits in correcting weapon systems discrepancies aboard the 12 ships. They also conducted 12 total ship readiness assessments systems discrepancies, 16 critical system casualty reports corrections and one board of inspection & survey inspection aboard U.S. Pacific Fleet ships.

“The only reason we’re able to coordinate the work and inspect and maintain the surface ship’s weapons systems is due to the hard work and dedication of my fellow Sailors,” Savoie said. “They’re self-motivated in knocking out tasks and extremely knowledgeable about their work.” 

Savoie was born in Houston but moved to Dardanelle, Ark., at an early age. He enlisted in the Navy in 1998 to see the world and continue his education. His first assignments were USS O’Bannon (DD-987) in Naval Station Mayport, Fla., Shore Intermediate Maintenance Facility Norfolk and USS Anzio (CG-68) at Naval Station Norfolk, Va., before arriving to the Shipyard in October 2010.

Of all the assignments, Savoie’s time at the Shipyard has been the best.

“Being able to help out my fellow Sailors here has been so rewarding,” he said. “Plus the mentorship I’ve received from so many senior Sailors has been priceless.”

The Shipyard is a field activity of Naval Sea Systems Command and a one-stop regional maintenance center for the Navy's surface ships and submarines. It is the largest industrial employer in the state of Hawaii with a combined civilian and military workforce of about 5,000. Strategically located in the mid-Pacific, the Navy’s largest ship repair facility between the West Coast and the Far East is about a week of steam time closer to potential regional contingencies in East Asia than sites on the West Coast.
     Additional information on the Shipyard can be found on social media sites: 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/PearlHarborNavalShipyard?ref=hl
Flickr at http://www.flickr.com/photos/phnsy/
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=oikFeybsdSM
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GM1 (SW) Aaron Savoie, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Fleet Technical Support Division leading petty officer and weapons technician.
Photo by David Tomiyama
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GM1 (SW) Aaron Savoie, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Fleet Technical Support Division leading petty officer and weapons technician, shows off the 2012 Sea Service award during the 52nd Annual Navy League Sea Service Awards luncheon at the Ala Moana Hotel in Honolulu, Nov. 16. Besides being a Sea Service award winner, Savoie was named the 2012 Shipyard Sailor of the Year. (Photo by Jensin Sommer)
