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Dedication to volunteering drives Shipyard’s 2012 JSOY

By David Tomiyama 
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii – For Machinist Mate 2nd Class (SS) Neil Burgheimer, the 2012 Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Junior Sailor of the Year (JSOY), the recognition that comes with such an award pales in comparison to the satisfaction of helping others. If he is not at work as the Code 900T Resources Department Training & Administration instructor, Burgheimer can often be found spending his free time supporting the local community.

“I didn’t do anything out of the ordinary other than to perform my job to the best of my ability,” Burgheimer said. “Making a difference in a child or adult’s life by providing opportunities that may otherwise not be afforded is the biggest reward I can receive.” 
Burgheimer volunteered more than 280 of his off-duty hours in 2012 to the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA), serving as a camp counselor and helping with numerous fundraising events for the organization to find a cure for those afflicted with the neuromuscular disease. He is involved with at least one MDA event a month.

MDA is not the only organization on Oahu that benefit from the JSOY’s volunteer efforts. Burgheimer is a driver for the Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam’s Sailors Against Drunk Driving program, ensuring Sailors have a safe means of getting home after a “night on the town.” He also dedicates himself to the Manana Elementary School’s Adopt-A-Highway program to protect and maintain Hawaii’s environment and serves as a field trip counselor at James Campbell High School. 

“I’ve been volunteering for many local charities, associations, foundations and communities since I joined the Navy,” he said. “Volunteering is just something that I love doing.” 
Burgheimer also encouraged fellow Sailors to join him in community outreach. As the Shipyard’s assistant Navy community service coordinator in 2012, he led 28 community service projects that involved 182 Sailors volunteering 356 hours of their off-duty time.

“Besides volunteering over 200 hours of his off-duty time this year, Petty Officer Burgheimer has developed personal and professional relationships throughout the community, consistently providing new opportunities for Sailors and civilians to give back to the local community,” said Gas Turbine System Mechanical Technician 1st Class Michael Budomo, Code 900T leading petty officer.

While Burgheimer’s volunteer efforts have made an impact on the local community, his impact on the Shipyard has been just as powerful. As an instructor, he is responsible for the training of over 3,000 military and civilian Shipyard personnel and ensuring they stay current in the latest qualifications, policies and procedures. In 2012, Burgheimer facilitated 40 classes with a total 388 combined classroom hours and 579 students. He also spent 223 man-hours overhauling the Code 930 Joint Assembly, Ball Valve Repair & Precision Measuring Equipment lesson plans.

“I really enjoy being an instructor and given the responsibility to train everyone in the Shipyard,” Burgheimer said. “One of the most rewarding things about what I do is that the training I provide directly affects the work practices that allow the safe return of shipmates. Being able to provide quality training and seeing those kinds of results lets me know that I’m making a difference not only in the Shipyard, but also in the Navy.”
The Mesa, Ariz., native enlisted in the Navy in 2005 for a stable job, funds for college and the challenge of military life. After recruit training at Naval Station Great Lakes, Ill., and submarine school at Submarine Base New London, Conn., he was assigned to USS Maryland (SSBN 738) in Submarine Base Kingsbay, Ga., before arriving to the Shipyard in November 2010. 

“The thing that I like most about being in the Navy is the opportunity to expand my knowledge through a college education, influencing others and improving myself through those experiences while becoming a better leader,” said Burgheimer who is scheduled to graduate in November from the University of Phoenix with a bachelor of science in information technology.

Burgheimer plans to take his leadership skills to the officer level. In the near future, he plans to apply to limited duty officer school to become a commissioned officer. He will look back on his time at the Shipyard and being named JSOY as the highlights of his enlisted career.

“Being named JSOY is very important to me as both a career achievement and a personal accomplishment,” Burgheimer said. “It’s one of the many building blocks that I will use to better myself as a leader. It is something that I am extremely proud of and it is an honor to join the proud heritage of the Shipyard JSOYs before me.” 

The Shipyard is a field activity of Naval Sea Systems Command and a one-stop regional maintenance center for the Navy's surface ships and submarines. It is the largest industrial employer in the state of Hawaii with a combined civilian and military workforce of about 5,000. Strategically located in the mid-Pacific, the Navy’s largest ship repair facility between the West Coast and the Far East is about a week of steam time closer to potential regional contingencies in East Asia than sites on the West Coast.
     Additional information on the Shipyard can be found on social media sites: 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/PearlHarborNavalShipyard?ref=hl
Flickr at http://www.flickr.com/photos/phnsy/
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=oikFeybsdSM
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MM2 (SS) Neil Burgheimer, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Resources Department Training & Administration instructor, watches former Shipyarder MM1 Michael Mielko assist Muscular Dystrophy Association Summer Camp camper Glen Garcia with an archery event at Camp Erdman in Waialua, Hawaii, June 2012. Burgheimer volunteered to work 24 hours a day during the weeklong camp. 
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MM2 (SS) Neil Burgheimer, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility Resources Department Training & Administration instructor, gives a “thumbs up” while volunteering at the annual Muscular Dystrophy Association Muscle Walk at Ala Moana Beach Park in Honolulu, Feb. 20, 2011.

