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Local Engineer Wins Prestigious Navy Scientific Achievement Award


Robert M. Koch, of South Kingstown, R.I., a senior technologist at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) in Newport, was named the winner of the Office of Naval Research’s (ONR) 2009 Captain Robert Dexter Conrad Award for Scientific Achievement. 
Koch, who holds a doctorate in Applied Mechanics from Polytechnic University of New York, is currently the U.S. Navy’s Senior Technologist in undersea tactical stealth systems. In this vital role, Koch is responsible for providing technical consultation and leadership to help coordinate the development and integration of innovative technology in tactical stealth systems for future undersea warfare.  

Some of Koch's past achievements include the research and analysis of structure-borne and acoustical noise propagation within numerous submarine- and tactical-scale undersea vehicles to predict and reduce vehicle self-noise and radiated noise signatures.  Throughout his career, the results of Koch's work have significantly improved several Navy programs, including several torpedo programs and unmanned underwater vehicles.

Koch is a member of numerous professional scientific and engineering societies, has been cited eight times each in both Who's Who in Science and Engineering and Who’s Who in America, and is a registered professional engineer in the State of Rhode Island. 

After becoming a “Top Ten” national finalist in 2004, he was named the National Society of Professional Engineers’ Federal Engineer of the Year in 2005.  Koch was also selected as one of eight professional engineers (PE) nationally to serve on the Mechanical Engineering Board of the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) to prepare the National Mechanical Engineering PE Examination. As a volunteer for the NCEES since 2001, he also establishes national PE Examination grading standards. 

Koch has also been an Adjunct Professor of Engineering, teaching undergraduate engineering courses for the past 25 years at Polytechnic University, Brooklyn, N.Y. and Roger Williams University, Bristol, R.I.

This prestigious ONR Conrad award, granted annually since 1957, honors an individual who has made outstanding contributions in the field of research and development for the Department of the Navy. These contributions must be significant enough to be widely recognized not only within the Navy, but also by the broader civilian scientific and engineering community of the nation. 

Koch will be presented with the award at a ceremony later this summer.
 NUWC Division Newport is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC’s other division is located in Keyport, Wash.
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