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Local Engineer Wins ASN Top Scientist of the Year Award


David J. Moretti, of Wakefield, R.I., the Marine Mammal Research and Development lead scientist at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) in Newport, was named the winner of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy’s (ASN) 2009 Dr. Delores M. Etter Top Scientists & Engineers Award.
As one of the ASN Top Scientists, Moretti is being recognized for his innovative work in leading the development and application of passive acoustic methods and technologies for the study of behavior of marine mammals exposed to anthropogenic sound.
Moretti, who holds a Bachelor of Science in Genetics and a Bachelor of Science in Resource Management from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and a Master’s in Electrical Engineering from Marquette University, is currently the Principal Investigator for the Chief of Naval Operations’ Marine Mammal Monitoring on Navy Ranges (M3R) Program at NUWC Newport, as well as the U.S. Navy lead on several other related programs. In this vital role, Moretti is responsible for leading a team of researchers to develop and implement prototype tools at both the Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Center (AUTEC) in the Bahamas and the Southern California Offshore Range (SCORE).  

Moretti's dedication to the study of marine mammal behavior and the application of these tools has resulted in the discovery of beaked whales at both AUTEC and SCORE.  For the first time, the team was able to document avoidance behaviors by these beaked whales in response to Navy sonar as well as their return to the range within days after of the cessation of active operations.  The data are being used to develop a beaked whale model to provide the underlying technology for long-term monitoring of populations - an effort of critical importance to the U.S. Navy.  
The depth and breadth of Moretti's research is evidenced by the proliferation of data collected from these studies.  Data have been supplied to the Cornell University Macaulay Library of Sound, two marine mammal international workshops on detection, classification, localization, and density estimation using passive acoustics, and other researchers around the world.

Moretti received his award at the ASN Awards ceremony on July 23 at the Pentagon Auditorium in Washington, D.C.
 NUWC Division Newport is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC’s other division is located in Keyport, Wash.
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