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Naval Undersea Warfare Center Newport to Host Mathematics Competition
Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport will host a mathematics competition between the Portsmouth Middle School of Portsmouth, R.I. and Roosevelt Middle School of New Bedford, Mass on Wednesday, Feb. 10 from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m., in the new Outreach Center in Bldg. 80.
The scrimmage will feature both individual competitions without the benefit of calculators, and team problem solving with calculators.  Math problems will include geometry, algebra, probability, fractions and number theory among other areas of concentration.

About 20 students with their coaches are expected at the event as well as the principals from both schools.


NUWC Division Newport sponsors the MATHCOUNTS program under its science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) outreach initiatives.  These encourage the development of interest and expertise in STEM fields of study across the full spectrum of education from elementary school through college.
The scrimmage between the two schools is sponsored under the national MATHCOUNTS program. MATHCOUNTS is a national enrichment club and competition program that promotes middle school mathematics achievement through grassroots involvement in every U.S. state and territory.  Currently in its 27th year, MATHCOUNTS is one of the country's largest and most successful education partnerships involving volunteers, educators, industry sponsors, and students.  
This is NUWC Division Newport’s first year as a sponsor for the MATHCOUNTS program.  The center currently sponsors two school teams at the enrichment and
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club level of the program: Roosevelt Middle School and Thompson Middle School in Newport, R.I.  About ten people from the Division are involved in the program, though there are plans to expand to other middle schools in the region.
Portsmouth is a well established member of the MATHCOUNTS competition program.  The unofficial scrimmage will provide the Portsmouth team with valuable experience before they tackle the sanctioned R.I. State MATHCOUNTS competition on Saturday, March 6 at the Community College of R.I. in Warwick.

NUWC Division Newport, one of the largest employers in Rhode Island, is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center.  NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures.  

###
Media Advisory:  Media wishing to cover the scrimmage should contact David Sanders at 401-832-3611, david.sanders2@navy.mil no later than noon Feb 10, 2010.

