PAGE  
2

	[image: image1.jpg]WARFARE CENTERS

NEWPORT




	News Release

Naval Undersea Warfare Center

Public Affairs Office


                           (401) 832-3611

1176 Howell Street

                           david.sanders2@navy.mil          
Newport, RI 02841-1708 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


          

          March 23, 2010

Release #​​0610



   
  Point of Contact--David Sanders, 832-3611

Ms. Kelly Ross Named DON Women’s History Month Winner

Kelly Ross, Director of Corporate Operations at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport, was named the winner of the 2010 Department of the Navy Women's History Month Foreign Language and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Role Model Award. 
Gail H. McGinn, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Plans, presented Ross with the award at a Woman’s History Month Observance ceremony at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. on Thursday, March 18, 2010.
This prestigious award program recognizes just one civilian and one military employee from each service within the Department of Defense (DoD).  
Employees are selected based on a specific set of criteria. Award recipients must distinguish themselves as leaders and mentors for female and minority youth, especially promoting their participation in STEM educational programs and technical career fields; develop programs, lead activities, or influence education curriculums that result in increasing the participation of minority youth in STEM majors or occupations; and increase significantly the participation of minority institutions in STEM programs and opportunities that enhance the capacity building and infrastructure development of these 
-more-

institutions.
As an engineer, leader, and mentor, Ross was cited for being an exemplary role model. Under her direction, NUWC Newport’s award-winning mathematics and science education outreach program reached 4,000 students and teachers in 2009. NUWC Newport now provides volunteers to support math and science enrichment programs in 

all Newport schools, as well as in schools in New Bedford, Mass., and South Kingstown, R.I.  

Ross was also essential in providing the resources for a newly renovated Outreach and Collaboration Center to house the command’s educational outreach program.
In addition to her support of mathematics and science education outreach and recruiting, Ross was cited for her visionary leadership in shaping the STEM program at NUWC Newport. 
”In her 27 years with NUWC Newport, Ms. Ross has made numerous significant contributions to this organization through her technical and business managerial roles,” said Captain Michael Byman, Commander, NUWC Newport. “She is a dedicated leader and an outstanding role model here and in the local community.”

NUWC Division Newport is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC’s other division is located in Keyport, Wash.
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