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NUWC Division Newport to Sponsor Robotic Derby
The Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport will sponsor a remote controlled underwater robotic competition for school children at New Bedford High School, New Bedford, Mass., on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010.  The event is scheduled to run 9 a.m. to noon, with awards presented by New Bedford Mayor Scott Lang at 11:30 a.m.
The inaugural Army-Navy-Air Force SeaPerch Derby regional competition is designed to promote excellence and interest in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education among high school and middle school students.  Participating schools include Keith, Roosevelt and Normadin Middle Schools in New Bedford, and Natick Mass., Bedford, Mass. and New Bedford High Schools. There is an additional team with students from three Andover, Mass. middle schools: North Andover, West Middle School and Andover School of Montessori. Teams are sponsored by NUWC Division Newport, Lincoln Laboratories at Hanscom Air Force Base and the U. S. Army Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center (NSRDEC).  Approximately 65 students are expected to participate.
 The SeaPerch Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) educational program provides an educational tool and kit that allows elementary, middle, and high-school students to construct a simple, remotely-operated underwater vehicle, or Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV), from polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe and other readily made materials. The SeaPerch program is a curriculum designed program that teaches students basic skills in ship and submarine design and encourages students to explore naval architecture and marine and ocean engineering concepts.
This competition will have separate categories for middle and high school entrants in three events:  general SeaPerch design and craftsmanship, maneuvering, and a simulated rescue at sea.
NUWC is the Navy's full-spectrum research, development, test, and evaluation, engineering and fleet support center for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, and weapons systems associated with undersea warfare.
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If you are interested in covering the above event, please contact David Sanders at 832-3611 or via email at: david.sanders2@navy.mil
