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Local Employee Wins Bud Gifford Leadership Award

Donald A. Aker, of Portsmouth, R.I., the Deputy Technical Director at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport, has won the Rhode Island Federal Employee of the Year Bud Gifford Leadership Award.   The Rhode Island Federal Executive Council presents this annual honor to a federal employee who has demonstrated exceptional leadership.

Among his many accomplishments in 2009, Aker was cited for his leadership of a steering group of high-level employees that developed, implemented, and executed an improved process that accurately assessed the health of warfare centers’ business capabilities and supporting knowledge areas.  This process is used to coordinate the center’s business capabilities over a three-year horizon and is the basis for strategic human capital decisions in hiring, development, and redeployment

When Division Newport celebrated its 140th Anniversary in 2009, Mr. Aker and his team developed a comprehensive plan of week-long events designed to encourage maximum local interest and participation of Division Newport employees to mark the occasion.    

Aker has played a vital role in maintaining the Navy’s superiority in undersea warfare (USW).  His contributions to the USW community are part of a long series of achievements that have resulted in exemplary products and services from Division Newport. 
-more-

For more than 25 years, Aker has distinguished himself as a leader and innovator whose vision has helped NUWC Division, Newport into a world-class research, development, test and evaluation organization.  Since the beginning of his career, he has filled a series of increasingly visible and challenging positions.  

In his current position, Aker is the deputy for the leadership and management of all non-military site functions.  In addition to overseeing all aspects of the command's day-to-day technical and business operations, he ensures the integrity of technical capabilities, implements site responsibilities for technical matters, and focuses on enterprise standardization and solutions.  
Aker holds a Bachelor of Science degree in computer science from Indiana University and a Master of Science degree in computer science from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 


  NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. 
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