PAGE  
2

	[image: image1.jpg]WARFARE CENTERS

NEWPORT




	News Release

Naval Undersea Warfare Center

Public Affairs Office


                           (401) 832-3611

1176 Howell Street

                           david.sanders2@navy.mil          
Newport, RI 02841-1708 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


          

             June 23, 2010

Release #​​0810



   
  Point of Contact--David Sanders, 832-3611

Local Engineer Wins Prestigious Award


Francis J. O’Brien, of Newport, R.I., a program manager at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) in Newport, was named the winner of the 2010 Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) Meritorious Service Award. O’Brien, who holds a doctorate in Applied Statistics from Columbia University, is currently a Program Manager for the Installation Control Drawings for Electronic Systems within the Combat Systems Department at NUWC Newport.

Following his service in the U.S. Air Force, O’Brien’s 23-year career at NUWC Newport has featured a number of impressive highlights including authoring over 40 journal articles and technical reports, as well as being awarded 30 patents as an inventor or co-inventor for his work in signal processing. 


Working in collaboration with the NUWC Newport’s Equal Employment Opportunity Office, O’Brien has worked to increase the representation of minorities and females at NUWC Newport. For the past five years, he has served as NUWC Newport’s Special Emphasis Program Manager for American Indian/Alaskan Native personnel.


This SAIGE award program recognizes Department of Defense military and civilian employees who support their respective defense agency, mission, oversea contingency operations, and have made noteworthy contributions to Native Americans and Alaska Natives.

O’Brien was honored at the 7th Annual SAIGE National Training Conference Awards Banquet on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at the Mohegan Sun Resort in Uncasville, Conn. 
 NUWC Division Newport is one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. NUWC Division Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC’s other division is located in Keyport, Wash.
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