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Change of Command Scheduled at Naval Undersea Warfare Center Newport 

Captain Todd W. Cramer will assume command of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC), Newport, on Friday, July 16 during an outdoor change of command ceremony at NUWC Newport.
 Capt. Cramer will relieve Captain Michael W. Byman, who has served as Commander of NUWC Newport since Aug. 5, 2005. Capt. Byman will report to the Navy’s Submarine Acoustic Systems Program Office (PMS 401) in Washington D.C.
As Commander of NUWC Newport, Capt. Cramer will be responsible for managing the research, development, test and evaluation, engineering, and fleet support of submarines, autonomous underwater system, and offensive and defensive weapons systems associated with undersea warfare. Capt. Cramer reports to NUWC Newport from the Naval Submarine School in Groton, Conn., where he has served as a Prospective Commanding Officer Instructor.

 Capt. Cramer enlisted as an Electronics Technician (ET) in the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program in 1981.  He completed ET “A” School, Nuclear Power School, and nuclear prototype training before receiving an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, from which he graduated in 1987.  Capt. Cramer also holds a master’s degree in Engineering Management from Catholic University. 

Capt. Cramer has served at sea on the submarines USS Georgia, USS Charlotte, USS Chicago, and USS Virginia, where he served as commanding officer.  During his
command tour on USS Virginia, he led the crew through the submarine’s maiden deployment as well as numerous tests and evaluations, making him a finalist for the 2007 Vice Admiral James Bond Stockdale Leadership Award for “inspirational leadership.”  Following his command tour, Capt. Cramer reported to Submarine Squadron Four in Groton, Conn., as Deputy Commander.  
His other shore commands include duty on the Secretary of Navy’s immediate staff, technical assistant for propulsion matters in the Line Locker at Naval Reactors in Washington D.C., and Submarine Officer Community Manager and Nuclear Officer Program Manager on the staff of the Chief of Naval Personnel, in Washington D.C.  

Capt. Cramer’s awards include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with four gold stars, Joint Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with four gold stars, Navy Achievement Medal with two gold stars, and various other unit awards.

NUWC Newport, one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, is the largest Navy command in Rhode Island with over 2,700 government civilian employees.  NUWC Newport’s mission is to provide research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures. NUWC’s other division is located in Keyport, Wash.
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