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Change of Command at Naval Undersea Warfare Center
Rear Admiral Thomas G. Wears relieved Rear Admiral David C. Johnson as Commander of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) during a change of command ceremony on Wednesday, Nov 4 at the Naval Undersea Museum Auditorium in Keyport, Wash. NUWC, which has divisions in Newport, R.I., and Keyport, Wash., is headquartered in Newport. 

Rear Admiral Wears is a 1983 graduate of the University of Missouri’s Navy ROTC Program with a degree in mechanical engineering. Wears also holds a Master of Science Degree in National Security Strategy from the National War College, a Master of Science Degree in Engineering Management from Old Dominion University, and Level 3 certification in Program Management from the Defense Acquisition University.  

Prior to command, his sea tours included various division officer assignments aboard USS Henry Clay (SSBN 625), engineer officer aboard USS Ray (SSN 653), and executive officer aboard USS Groton (SSN 693).  Ashore he served at Submarine Squadron 18 in Charleston, S.C., Commander in Chief Atlantic Fleet’s Nuclear Propulsion Examining Board in Norfolk, Va., and on staff of the Chief of Naval Personnel in Washington, D.C. as the Nuclear Enlisted Community Manager.   

In February 2001, Wears assumed command of USS Alabama (SSBN 731), where he served until July 2003.  Following command, Wears served as the Deputy Commander of Submarine Squadron 17 and Submarine Squadron 19 at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, Wash. 

Wears’ acquisition assignments include Undersea Technology Program Manager for the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), Joint Test and Evaluation Test Director, and Undersea Weapons Program Manager (PMS 404).

Wears’ personal decorations include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (four awards), the Navy Commendation Medal (eight awards) and the Navy Achievement Medal.
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Rear Admiral Johnson reported as Commander, Naval Undersea Warfare Center in September 2008, and also serves as the Deputy Commander for Undersea Technology at NAVSEA.  Following change of command, Rear Admiral Johnson will continue to serve in his current NAVSEA position.
In April 1991, Congress approved the recommendation of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission to consolidate the Naval Undersea Warfare Engineering Station (NUWES) in Keyport, Wash., and the Naval Underwater Systems Command (NUSC) in Newport, R. I., into one command. The alignment became effective in January 1992 with the establishment of NUWC, which reports to NAVSEA and serves as headquarters to the two divisions at Keyport and Newport.
NUWC is a shore command of the U.S. Navy within NAVSEA, which engineers, builds and supports America’s fleet of ships and combat systems. 
As the Navy’s premier research, development, test and evaluation, engineering, and fleet support center for submarine warfare systems and other systems associated with the undersea battlespace, NUWC is charged with meeting the undersea warfare requirements of the twenty-first century. 
In partnership, the divisions of Newport and Keyport work to fulfill NUWC’s mission to operate the Navy’s full-spectrum research, development, test and evaluation, engineering, and fleet support center for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, and offensive and defensive weapon systems associated with undersea warfare and related areas of homeland security and national defense. 
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