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NUWC Division Newport’s economic impact topped half-billion mark in 2008

With a total economic impact of over half a billion dollars during 2008, the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport maintained its position as the largest Navy command in Rhode Island.  All told, more than $531 million was spent by NUWC Division Newport in payroll, construction, facility support and local contracts.  

The gross payroll for approximately 2,572 civilian personnel and 30 military staff members totaled more than $246 million.  Of the full time civilian staff, 75 percent are classified as scientists or engineers, and 38 percent have advanced graduate degrees.
Money spent for contracts in Southern New England during the year exceeded $259 million, with $189 million awarded to Rhode Island-based businesses.  Construction contracts totaled $8.8 million, while more than $17 million was spent on facility support contracts.
NUWC Division Newport, one of two divisions of NUWC, is celebrating its 140th anniversary in 2009.  The command traces its heritage in Newport to the Naval Torpedo Station, which was established on Goat Island in Newport Harbor in 1869.  Commanded by Captain Michael Byman, NUWC Division Newport, maintains major detachments in West Palm Beach, Fla., and Andros Island in the Bahamas, as well as test facilities at Seneca Lake and Fisher's Island, N.Y.; and Dodge Pond, Conn. 

NUWC Division Newport provides research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, undersea offensive and defensive weapons systems, and countermeasures associated with undersea warfare.  
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