GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIP DONATIONS

Completed donation applications should be submitted to the following address:

Program Executive Office

Ships

1333 Isaac Hull Avenue, SE Stop 2701

Washington, D.C. 20376-2701
Attn: Inactive Ships Program, PMS 333
Ship Donation Program

Current statues and regulations impose various requirements on donations.  For example, the Department of Defense and Department of the Navy restrict the use of donated vessels to static display only, such as a museums and/or memorials.  To ensure that all requirements are met, applications for donation must contain the following information:

a. Type of vessel desired, or in the case of a combatant vessel, the official Navy identification of the vessel desired;

b. Statement of the proposed use to be made of the vessel and where it will be located;

c. Statement describing and confirming availability of a permanent/long-term appropriate display site and the facilities and personnel available for use in maintenance of the vessel;

d. Statement that the applicant agrees to obtain, repair and maintain the vessel, at their own expense, in a condition satisfactory to the Secretary of the Navy, and in compliance with Federal, State and local laws, and regulation, and that no expense shall be incurred by the United States Government as a consequence of the donation;

 e. Statement that the applicant agrees to take delivery of the vessel "as is, where is" and to pay all charges incident to delivery, to include without limitation, preparation of the vessel for tow, towing costs, towing insurance, berthing and installation of the vessel at the applicant's permanent display site and/or temporary berthing site;

f. Statement that the applicant agrees that it will return the vessel, if and when requested to do so by the Department of the Navy, during a national emergency, and will not, without the written consent of the Navy, use the vessel other than as stated in the application, or destroy, transfer or otherwise dispose of the vessel or any artifacts;

g. If the applicant is not a state, territory or possession of the United States, or a political subdivision or municipal corporation thereof, or the District of Columbia, please provide a copy of a determination letter by the Internal Revenue Service that the applicant is exempt from tax under the Internal Revenue Code;

h. If the applicant asserts that it is a corporation or association whose charter or articles of agreement denies it the right to operate for profit, please provide a properly authenticated copy of the charter, certificate of incorporation, and a copy of the organization’s by-laws; 

i. Please provide a notarized copy of the resolution or other action of the applicant’s governing board authorizing the person signing the application to represent the organization and to sign on its behalf for the purpose of obtaining a vessel:

j. Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 of 1964 and non-discrimination regarding the handicapped. A copy of a compliance form must be signed and provided;

k. Statement that vessel will be used as a static display museum and/or memorial and that the donee will not activate or permit to be activated any system aboard the vessel for the purpose of navigation or movement of the vessel under its own power;

l. Statement that the galley will not be activated for the purpose of serving meals;

m. A statement that the applicant agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Government from and against all claims, demands, actions, liabilities, judgments, costs and attorney’s fees, arising out of, claimed on account of, or in any manner predicated upon personal injury, death, or property damage caused by or resulting from possession and/or use of the donated property, and/or return of the vessel to government custody;

n. Statement that the applicant acknowledges that Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCBs) may be present in the vessel and that the transfer of PCB items are not authorized by the Toxic Substances Control Act, 15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq. or implementing regulations. Acknowledgement that the PCB items require special precautions to ensure against risks to health and the environment. Agreement that applicant will manage and dispose of all PCB items on board the vessel in accordance with all Federal, State and local laws and regulations in effect or issued relating to protection of the environment, public health and safety, and/or such other requirements as may be established by agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency or its cognizant regional offices;

o. If the vessel is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the application must state that the donee agrees to maintain the vessel so as to preserve the vessel’s historic features and that the State Historic Preservation Officer (s)(SHPO) from the current location of the vessel and/or from the proposed final mooring site has been notified;

p. Statement of financial resources currently available to the applicant to pay all costs required to be assumed by the donee. This shall include a detailed summary of start-up costs, sources of income, and operation and support costs or annual expenditures that would be attributable to the requested vessel so as to permit an evaluation of funds that will be available to obtain and maintain the vessel as a museum/memorial. In the event the applicant relies on commitments of donated services and/or materials for maintenance and use on the vessel, such commitments must be described in detail.

 

Upon receipt of an application for a particular ship, the Navy will determine the eligibility of the applicant to receive a vessel. If eligible, the formal application will be evaluated to determine if donation requirements have been met.   The Secretary of the Navy makes the final donation decision.  Upon the Secretary’s decision to donate, Congress is notified as required by the ship donation statute. The Navy may donate a ship only after the statutory period of 30 days of continuous session of both Houses of Congress has expired.

OTHER AREAS OF CONSIDERATION

If the Navy receives more than one acceptable application for a particular ship, additional criteria/areas may be added by the Secretary of the Navy.  The Navy will notify the applicants when additional criteria will be used and its relative importance.   Examples of two additional criteria/areas are shown below:

Community Support

If more than one acceptable application is received, the Navy may consider how the applicants demonstrate community support.  To assist the applicants, we have listed below suggestions as to how applicants might show community support. Applicants are not limited to these suggestions. To the contrary, applicants have broad latitude to demonstrate community support in whatever manner they prefer.

Local Support

· Letters of endorsement from city and/or local government.

· A sampling of letters of support from individuals, and organizations. 

· Local newspaper articles or editorials indicating support. 

Regional Support 

· Letters of endorsement from public or private sources in the county(s), city or adjacent States. 

Location and Surrounding Area

· Description of how the location of the ship may enhance the display of the vessel, encourages tourism, may become an integral part of the community, and/or may assist in local development project(s). 

Benefit to the Navy

If more than one acceptable application is received, the Navy may consider how the applicants demonstrate benefit to the Navy.  To assist the applicants, we have listed below suggestions as to how applicants might show benefit to the Navy. Applicants are not limited to these suggestions. To the contrary, applicants have broad latitude to demonstrate benefit to the Navy in whatever manner they prefer.

Support for Navy Recruitment

· Describe how the donee may support recruiting efforts by the Navy for example: 

· Host Navy recruitment events on board the ship; 

· Provide occasional publicity in the local media about the museum, naval history/tradition, history of the ship, and the Navy, etc. 

· Provide lecture/training about the Navy/the ship to local schools. 

· Arrange museum visits by local schools.

Association of the Site with the Navy 

· Demonstrate a connection between the Navy and the proposed display site, for example: 

· Ship Associations 

· Recent and past Navy involvement and presence in the community 

Continued Association with Navy and Veterans Associations

· Description of how veterans associations in the area are willing to support the ship. 

· Indicate how the donee will honor veterans’ contributions 

· Indicate how exhibits and events will commemorate veterans 

· Describe how the donee will showcase naval traditions

