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NAVSEA INSTRUCTION 8031.1A

From: Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command

Subj: 20MM, 25MM and 40MM cartridges for firing through muzzle covers in
emergencies; information concerning

1. Purpose. To authorize US ships having deck guns to fire 20MM, 25MM and
40MM cartridges with non-explosive projectiles through muzzle covers in
emergencies.

2. Cancellation. This instruction cancels and supersedes NAVSEAINST 8031.1
of 18 December 1974.

3. Information. In order to eliminate the danger of a premature hurst upon
opening fire with 20MM, 25MM and 40MM shipboard guns, the first two rounds
fired should be non-explosive. This is necessary since there is an almost
100% certainty of fuze action being initiated by the muzzle cover or other
possible initiator such as ice.

4, Action

a. Authority is hereby granted to fire 20MM, 25MM and 40MM inert loaded
projectiles, specifically AP, AP-T, TP, TP-T, BL-P and BL-T, through painted
or unpainted canvas or thin rubber muzzle covers in emergencies. Cartridges
with explosive loaded projectiles SHALL NOT be fired as the first two
cartridges through muzzle covers in any circumstances.

b. A1l loading belts and clips aboard ship for 20MM, 25MM and 40MM (clip
fed) guns shall be loaded so =hat the first two cartridges to be fired are
inert is to be continued.

c. Commanding Officers are authorized to draw subject ammunition for the
purpose stated above from the nearest naval ammunition activity without
reference to the Naval Sea Systems Command as follows:

(1) 20MM guns 30 cartridges with non-explosive projectile per mounted
gun barrel.

(2) 25MM guns 30 cartridges with non-explosive projectile per mounted
gun barrel.
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