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SEC. 1013. TRANSFER OF VESSELS STRICKEN FROM THE
NAVAL VESSEL REGISTER FOR USE AS ARTIFICIAL
REEFS.

(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE TRANSFER- Chapter 633 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting after section 7306a
the following new section:

Sec. 7306b. Vessels stricken from the Naval Vessel
Register: transfer by gift or otherwise for use as
artificial reefs

(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE TRANSFER- The Secretary of the Navy
may transfer, by gift or otherwise, any vessel stricken from the
Naval Vessel Register to any State, Commonwealth, or
possession of the United States, or any municipal corporation or
political subdivision thereof, for use as provided in subsection
(b).
(b) VESSEL TO BE USED AS ARTIFICIAL REEF- An agreement for
the transfer of a vessel under subsection (a) shall require that--
(1) the recipient use, site, construct, monitor, and
manage the vessel only as an artificial reef in accordance
with the requirements of the National Fishing
Enhancement Act of 1984 (33 U.S.C. 2101 et seq.),
except that the recipient may use the artificial reef to
enhance diving opportunities if that use does not have an
adverse effect on fishery resources (as that term is
defined in section 2(14) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1802(14));
and
(2) the recipient obtain, and bear all responsibility for
complying with, applicable Federal, State, interstate, and
local permits for using, siting, constructing, monitoring,
and managing the vessel as an artificial reef.
(c) PREPARATION OF VESSELL FOR USE AS ARTIFICIAL REEF-
The Secretary shall ensure that the preparation of a vessel
transferred under subsection (a) for use as an artificial reef is
conducted in accordance with--
(1) the environmental best management practices
developed pursuant to section 3504(b) of the Bob Stump
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-314; 16 U.S.C. 1220 note); and
(2) any applicable environmental laws.
(d) COST SHARING- The Secretary may share with the recipient
of a vessel transferred under subsection (a) any costs
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associated with transferring the vessel under that subsection,
including costs of the preparation of the vessel under subsection
(c).
(e) NO LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF VESSELS TRANSFERABLE
TO PARTICULAR RECIPIENT- A State, Commonwealth, or
possession of the United States, or any municipal corporation or
political subdivision thereof, may be the recipient of more than
one vessel transferred under subsection (a).
(f) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS- The Secretary may
require such additional terms and conditions in connection with
a transfer authorized by subsection (a) as the Secretary
considers appropriate.
(g) CONSTRUCTION- Nothing in this section shall be construed
to establish a preference for the use as artificial reefs of vessels
stricken from the Naval Vessel Register in lieu of other
authorized uses of such vessels, including the domestic
scrapping of such vessels, or other disposals of such vessels,
under this chapter or other applicable authority.'.
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of sections at the
beginning of such chapter is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 7306a the following new item:

~7306b. Vessels stricken from Naval Vessel Register:

transfer by gift or otherwise for use as artificial reefs."



