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CAPTAIN PHILLIP E. DAWSON III, USN 
Commanding Officer 

Naval Surface Warfare Center, Panama City Division 
 
 

Captain Phillip E. Dawson III, United States Navy, recent 
assignment was to U.S Fleet Forces Command as the Surface 
Ship Maintenance Director, overseeing surface maintenance and 
modernization, including preparations for the transfer of PCs 
to Bahrain, BMD DDGs to Rota, and the ARG to Mayport with 
necessary shore maintenance support changes.  

 
A native of Robertsdale, Alabama and a 1984 graduate of McGill-
Toolen High School of Mobile, Captain Dawson received his Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the United States Naval 
Academy in 1988 and his Master of Science Mechanical Engineering 

from the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California, in 1995.  
 

Commissioned via the United States Naval Academy, Captain Dawson reported to his 
first ship, USS TATTNALL (DDG 19), homeported in Mayport, Florida, in February 1989 as 
the Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer. He then reported to the USS HARRY E YARNELL (CG 
17), homeported in Norfolk, Virginia in February 1991 as the Fire Control Officer and 
later Battery Control Officer.  In October 1993, Captain Dawson was selected for 
lateral transfer to the Engineering Duty Officer community. 

 
Captain Dawson's Engineering Duty Officer assignments include a tour at Pearl 

Harbor Naval Shipyard and IMF, where he was Project Superintendent for Submarine and 
Surface Restricted Repair Availabilities, Docking Officer and Business Officer. 
Captain Dawson returned to sea duty in March 2000 as an Engineering Duty Officer as 
Combat Systems Officer on board USS BATAAN (LHD 5), homeported in Norfolk, Virginia, 
where he participated in Operation Enduring Freedom.  His next tour was at Supervisor 
of Ship Building, Conversion and Repair, BATH, where he was the Quality Assurance 
Officer and Technical Director. In addition, Captain Dawson also served as the DD (X) 
and LCS PMR for SUPSHIP Bath. Subsequently, he was assigned to Supervisor of Ship 
Building, Conversion and Repair, Gulf Coast as the Program Managers Representative for 
Aegis Destroyers. While assigned as Division Director (SEA 21-F) Planning, Readiness, 
Fleet Introduction October 2008, he led the training efforts for new systems on 
surface ships and supported pre-commissioning crews. He was then assigned to PMS470 as 
the Mine, Amphibian, Auxilary and Command Ship Division Director where he oversaw the 
modernization and life cycle support of these ships.  

 
Captain Dawson's personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (4 awards), 

Navy Commendation Medal (2 awards), Navy Achievement Medal (3 awards), in addition to 
other service and unit awards.  He has been a member of the American Society of Naval 
Engineers (ASNE) since 1994.   
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