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1
DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

The invention described herein was made in the perfor-
mance of official duties by employees of the Department of
the Navy and may be manufactured, used and licensed by or
for the United States Government for any governmental pur-
pose without payment of any royalties thereon.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to methods and
systems for managing large quantities of data, and more par-
ticularly to methods and systems for processing raw data files
to generate output information in a format that facilitates
evaluation and analysis of the underlying data.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
DISCLOSURE

In a variety of different contexts, it is desirable to process
raw data for evaluation and analysis. For small data sets, the
underlying data is typically processed manually. The data is
rearranged or modified to support, in many instances, graphi-
cal representations of the data to facilitate evaluation and
analysis. When the quantities of data for analysis become
very large, however, manual processing of the data becomes
cumbersome and time consuming.

The present disclosure provides a method and system for
managing large quantities of data by user configurable auto-
mation. In one embodiment, a computer implemented system
is provided for processing selected data from a raw data file
having a plurality of data sets arranged according to a repeat-
ing fixed format. The system includes a first processing
sequence that creates output files, each corresponding to a
data set and having a common format, by sequentially pro-
cessing the data sets according to a first meta-program. A
second sequence generates a first data structure by processing
each output file according to a second meta-program, the first
data structure including data arrangements corresponding to
the output files. A third sequence generates a second data
structure by processing the first data structure according to a
third meta-program, the second data structure including a
tabular arrangement of data including data from each data
arrangement. A fourth sequence processes the second data
structure and provides an output configured to facilitate
analysis of the data.

These and other features of the present disclosure will
become more apparent and the subject matter of the disclo-
sure will be better understood by reference to the following
description of embodiments of the disclosure taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C are an example of a raw data file of
the type operated on using the principles of the present dis-
closure.

FIG.21s a conceptual diagram of a system according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are a high-level block diagram of the
various elements of a system according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a screenshot of a sort page according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 5 is a screenshot of an import page according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6is an output file generated using the sort page of F1G.
4.

FIG. 7 is a data arrangement generated using the import
page of FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 is a screenshot of an extract page according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 is an output file created using the extract page of
FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a screenshot of a plot page according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a screenshot of an analyze page according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Although the drawings represent embodiments of various
features and components according to the present invention,
the drawings are not necessarily to scale and certain features
may be exaggerated in order to better illustrate and explain
the present disclosure. The exemplifications set out herein
illustrate embodiments of the disclosure, and such exempli-
fications are not to be construed as limiting the scope of the
disclosure in any manner.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE DISCLOSURE

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the disclosure, reference will now be made to the
embodiments illustrated in the drawings, which are described
below. It will nevertheless be understood that no limitation of
the scope of the disclosure is thereby intended. The disclosure
includes any alterations and further modifications in the illus-
trated system and described method and further applications
of the principles of the disclosure, which would normally
occur to one skilled in the art to which the disclosure relates.
Moreover, the embodiments were selected for description to
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to practice and imple-
ment the principles described herein.

The method and system of the present disclosure are con-
figured to operate on raw data files generated by any of a
variety of different methods and devices. For example, a raw
data file may be generated by atesting device such as an Eagle
Model LT-4 which is a conventional integrated circuit testing
device configured to accept integrated circuits of various
package configurations, to apply test signals to input pins of
the integrated circuits, and to obtain measurements of output
signals and other parameters. The testing device further gen-
erates output files containing the various measurements taken
during the testing operation. Any other method or device may
be used to generate raw data files corresponding to data rep-
resenting measurements or other parameters of other test
items. The raw data files may be generated manually, or
otherwise created using measurement or sampling techniques
to collect data representing parameters of interest for the test
item.

In general, the raw data files suitable for processing using
the principles of the present disclosure share the characteris-
tic of having a fixed format for arranging the raw data. The
present disclosure has particular applicability to raw data files
containing repetitive sets of data, wherein each data set cor-
responds to an individual item. The items corresponding to
the data sets in the raw data files may be separate tests or other
data collection processes on one test object, or separate tests
or other data collection processes on multiple test objects,
each test corresponding to a different test object. The repeti-
tive data sets are arranged in the raw data file in a repeating
format such that each data set is identifiable by its location
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within the predefined format. For example, each data set may
be followed by an item identifier, such as a serial number, with
the test data corresponding to the item following the item
identifier in a fixed arrangement. The raw data file may further
include header information and end-of-file information, as
well as other information describing, for example, the condi-
tions or environment under which the data was collected. In
general, raw data files are stored on a computing device in a
particular folder or directory, with a file name and extension
that provides an indication of the type of data included in the
raw data files.

FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C are an example of a portion of one
such raw data file. As shown, data file 100 includes a block of
header information 102 followed by a plurality of data sets
104A, 104B, etc. Each data set 104 is followed by an item
identifier 106. In this example, the item identifier 106 corre-
sponds to the serial number of an integrated circuit including
aplurality of operational amplifiers. Each data set 104 further
includes a parameter name column 108, and four data col-
umns 110A,110B, 110C, 110D, each having a corresponding
pass/fail indicator column 112A, 112B, 112C, 112D. In this
example, each data column 110 corresponds to one opera-
tional amplifier contained in the integrated circuit being
tested. As should be apparent from the figure, the integrated
circuit under test in this example includes four operational
amplifiers. Each data set 104 further includes a range column
114 and a units column 116. Range column 114 includes a
predefined range of values (in units corresponding to the
associated units column 116 value) against which the data in
the data columns are compared to yield the pass/fail determi-
nation indicated in pass/fail indicator columns 112. Thus, for
data set 104A and the parameter name “Vos” in parameter
name column 108, the data value for the first operational
amplifier in data column 110A is “~1.763.” As this value is
between the range 0 to 10 mV as indicated in the range
column 114 and units column 116 corresponding to the Vos
parameter, pass/fail indicator column 112A corresponding to
the first operational amplifier includes the designation “Pass.”
Moving across data set 104A, the values for the other three
operational amplifiers also fall within the designated param-
eter range, thereby resulting in a “Pass” designation for each
data column 110B, 110C, 110D. The above-described format
is followed in a repetitive fashion for each data set 104
included in the remainder of raw data file 100.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a computer system 51 employing
an embodiment of the invention is shown. System 51 includes
a storage device/medium 53 which stores the various process-
ing sequences, data structures, command definitions and
other required data elements as described below. Inputs to
system 51 are made through input devices 55 to specify file
names, specify command names and parameter values, and
actuate function icons. The screen 57 can display status,
commands and results associated with the present system.
The processor/memory 59 executes commands, generates the
various graphical user interfaces, and manipulates data in
accordance with the user-specified meta-programs. The out-
put devices 61 may include a printer that outputs graphical
representations of processed data or other data, including the
raw data files, output files and various data arrangements
temporarily stored by system 51. Output information or data
can also be stored into a data storage medium or transferred to
other computer systems.

Referring now to FIGS. 3A and 3B, there is depicted a
diagram of the various processing sequences and data struc-
tures employed by the present system and method. In general,
a computer implemented system according to the principles
of'the present disclosure includes a sort processing sequence
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81, an import processing sequence 83, an extract processing
sequence 85, and an output processing sequence 87. The
functions of these processing sequences involve the user of
user interfaces and command sets that are described in more
detail below with reference to FIGS. 4 through 11. Sort pro-
cessing sequence 81 includes code for execution by processor
59 of system 51 for performing a plurality of functions. More
specifically, as depicted at block 89, sort processing sequence
81 identifies, based on user input via input devices 55, the
location (e.g., directory, folder, etc.) on storage 53 of source
files including raw data files, as well as the extension of the
source files of interest to the user. When the user actuates alist
icon, processing sequence 81 at block 91 generates a listing of
source files matching the location/extension criteria, and dis-
plays the list to the user. The user may preview selected source
files by highlighting or otherwise selecting the files and actu-
ating a preview icon as indicated by block 93. After selecting
the raw data file to process, the user (at block 95) interacts
with a graphic user interface to generate and/or import a sort
meta-program, which is a sequence of commands executed
by sort processing sequence 81 to extract data from the raw
data file according to the format of the raw data file. The
commands cause sort processing sequence 81 to navigate
through the raw data file based on the known locations of data
and other attributes of the file and to extract selected portions
of'the file. Next, sort processing sequence 81 verifies at block
97 that the commands of the sort meta-program satisfy certain
logical rules as further described below. As indicated by block
99, if the sort meta-program is invalid, sort processing
sequence 81 returns to block 95 to permit the user to make
modifications to the sort meta-program. Otherwise, sort pro-
cessing sequence 81 extracts data from the raw data file at
block 101 in response to actuation of a sort icon, and creates
individual output files for each set of extracted data. Control
is then passed to import processing sequence 83.

Import processing sequence 83 includes code for execution
by processor 59 of system 51 for performing a plurality of
functions. More specifically, as depicted at block 103, import
processing sequence 83 identifies, based on user input via
input devices 55, the location (e.g., directory, folder, etc.) on
storage 53 of the output files created by sort processing func-
tion 81, as well as the extension of the output files of interest
to the user. When the user actuates a list icon, processing
sequence 83 at block 105 generates a listing of output files
matching the location/extension criteria, and displays the list
to the user. After selecting the output files to process, the user
(at block 107) interacts with a graphic user interface to gen-
erate and/or import an import meta-program, which is a
sequence of commands executed by import processing
sequence 81 to extract data from the output files according to
the format of the output files. The commands cause import
processing sequence 83 to navigate through each of the output
files based on the known locations of data and other attributes
of'the files and to extract selected portions of the files. Next,
import processing sequence 83 verifies at block 109 that the
commands of the import meta-program satisfy certain logical
rules as further described below. As indicated by block 111, if
the import meta-program is invalid, import processing
sequence 83 returns to block 107 to permit the user to make
modifications to the import meta-program. Otherwise, import
processing sequence 83 extracts data from the output files at
block 113 in response to actuation of an import icon, and
creates a first data structure including the extracted data.
Control is then passed to extract processing sequence 85.

Like sort processing sequence 81 and import processing
sequence 83, extract processing sequence 85 includes code
for execution by processor 59 of system 51 for performing a
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plurality of functions. More specifically, as depicted at block
115, extract processing sequence 85 identifies, based on user
input via input devices 55, the location (e.g., directory, folder,
etc.) on storage 53 of'the first data structure created by import
processing function 83. At block 117, extract processing
sequence 85 facilitates review of the data included in the first
data structure to permit the user to verify the format of the
data. At block 119, extract processing sequence 85 receives
from the user a name/location of a second data structure,
which is created by extract processing sequence 85 in the
manner described below. After reviewing the first data struc-
ture and specitying the location of the second data structure,
the user (at block 121) interacts with a graphic user interface
to generate an extract meta-program, which is a sequence of
commands executed by extract processing sequence 85 to
extract data from the first data structure according to the
format of the first data structure. The commands cause extract
processing sequence 85 to navigate through the first data
structure based on the known locations of data and other
attributes of the first data structure and to extract selected
portions of the data. At block 123, extract processing
sequence 85 extracts data from the first data structure in
response to actuation of an extract icon, and creates the sec-
ond data structure including the extracted data. The data in the
second data structure is thereby arranged, according to the
extract meta-program, in a format that is convenient for plot-
ting or otherwise analyzing the data. Control is then passed to
output processing sequence 87.

Block 125 depicts a user selection of either a plotting
function of output processing sequence 87 or an analysis
function of output processing sequence 87. If the user selects
the plotting function, output processing sequence 87 identi-
fies at block 127, based on user input via input devices 55, the
location of the second data structure created by extract pro-
cessing sequence 85. Then, at block 129, output processing
sequence 87 facilitates user interaction with a graphic user
interface to define plot attributes and data ranges of the sec-
ond data structure to be plotted. At block 131, output process-
ing sequence 87 accesses the second data structure and,
according to the user-specified attributes and data ranges,
generates a plot of the selected data.

Alternatively, if the user selects the analyze function of
output processing sequence 87 at block 125, output process-
ing sequence 87 identifies at block 133, based on user input
via input devices 55, the location of the second data structure
created by extract processing sequence 85. Then, at block
135, output processing sequence 87 facilitates user interac-
tion with a graphic user interface to define analysis functions
(such as curve fitting), their associated parameters, and the
data ranges in the second data structure on which to perform
the analysis. At block 137, output processing sequence 87
accesses the second data structure and, according to the user-
specified analysis function and data ranges, generates an out-
put of the analysis of the selected data.

The following example of an implementation of the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure includes the use of a commer-
cially available spreadsheet application. It should be under-
stood, however, that any of a variety of other environments
may be used to implement the concepts and functionality of
the principles described herein.

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is depicted a screenshot of a
spreadsheet page including the sort functionality of the
present disclosure. Sort page 120 generally includes a plural-
ity of user interface elements including function icons 122, a
source files area 124, a program files area 126, a sort com-
mands area 128, and a command description area 130. The
plurality of function icons 122 include a list icon 122A, a
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preview icon 122B, a set up icon 122C, and a run icon 122D,
all of which are associated with source files area 124 in the
manner described below. The plurality of function icons 122
further includes a list program files icon 122E, an import
commands icon 122F, and an export commands icon 122G,
all of which are associated with program files area 126 in the
manner described below.

Source files area 124 includes a directory cell 132 and an
extension cell 134 which are configured to accept user input.
It should be noted that any of the cells described herein may
display a parameter value (such as a number or a text string)
or a relationship with another object external to the cell. The
objects external to the cell may include file locations and
values stored in other cell. Source files arca 124 further
includes a files list area 136 and a selected files area 138.
Similarly, program files area 126 includes a directory cell
140, an extension cell 142, a files list area 144, and a selected
files area 146. As will be further described below, these ele-
ments of program files area 126 permit the user to manage
lists of commands for reuse.

Sort commands area 128 includes a listing of commands
148. Depending upon the type of command 148, sort com-
mands area 128 may further include one or more parameter
values 150 associated with the command 148. Again, as is
further described below, these commands 148, with their
associated parameter values 150 (collectively referred to as
“meta-programs’’), operate on the selected source files (such
as raw data file 100) to separate portions of each source file
into individual collections of data for further processing.
Command description area 130 includes a list of available
commands 152, a corresponding list of descriptions 154, and
a corresponding list of parameter descriptions 156.

To execute the sort functionality, the user first inputs the
name of the directory including the raw data files 100 of
interest in directory cell 132. As various types of data files
may be contained in a directory, the user also inputs the
extension of the raw data files 100 of interest in extension cell
134 to designate the particular type of raw data file 100 to be
used by sort page 120. Next, the user actuates list icon 122A.
Actuation of list icon 122 A causes the execution of a plurality
of commands programmed to access the selected directory,
identify raw data files 100 included in the directory having the
selected extension, generate a listing of such files, and display
the listing in files list area 136. The user then reviews the
listing of raw data files 100 in files list area 136 to determine
which of those files the user would like to process further
using the principles of the present disclosure. The user may
move or copy the names of the raw data files 100 into the
selected files area 138. In the process of determining which of
the raw data files 100 in files list area 136 to chose, the user
may actuate preview icon 122B. Actuation of preview icon
122B causes the execution of a plurality of commands pro-
grammed to access the data in the first raw data file 100 in files
list area 136, copy that data to a temporary file for display
(e.g., into Word Pad), and display the contents of the raw data
file 100 to the user. The user can then review the contents to
determine if the raw data file 100 should be selected for
further processing. In another embodiment of the present
disclosure, preview icon 1228 is programmed to access and
display the contents of any raw data file 100 listed in files list
area 136 that is highlighted by the user. Any of a variety of
other preview operations may be associated with preview
icon 122B.

After the user has populated selected files area 138 with the
raw data files 100 chosen for further processing, the user must
select (or define) the sequence of commands 148 (i.e., the
meta-program) to be performed on the raw data files 100.
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These meta-programs are generated in the manner described
herein, and stored in a directory. In one embodiment, each
meta-program corresponds to a raw data file type, and more
specifically includes a plurality of commands 148 pro-
grammed to extract raw data from raw data files 100 having a
particular format. To obtain a listing of previously generated
meta-programs, if any, the user inputs a directory name into
directory cell 140 of program files area 126, and an extension
name into extension cell 142. In practice, the user may know
that a particular meta-program or collection of meta-pro-
grams already exist in the selected directory for processing
raw data files 100 of the type selected in the process described
above. After providing the directory and extension informa-
tion for the meta-programs, the user actuates program files
icon 122E, which causes the execution of a plurality of com-
mands programmed to access the selected directory, identify
the meta-programs included in the directory having the
selected extension, generate a listing of such meta-programs,
and display the listing in files list area 144 of program files
area 126 in a manner similar to that described above with
reference to list files icon 122A.

After populating files list area 144, the user copies or
moves the name of the desired meta-program into selected
files area 146 and actuates import commands icon 122F,
which causes the execution of a plurality of commands pro-
grammed to access the selected meta-program, and copy the
commands 148 included therein into the sort commands area
128. As shown in FIG. 4, after actuating import commands
icon 122F with the meta-program name “XP792_ 0.pgm” in
selected files area 146, a plurality of commands 148 are
displayed under the column header “sort command” 158 and
parameter values, if any, corresponding to those commands
148 are displayed in the adjacent columns under the headers
“Parameter 17 160, “Parameter 2” 162, etc. The information
in command description area 130 is provided to the user as a
convenience to inform the user of the functions associated
with the various commands 148, and the definitions of the
associated parameters values 150.

In situations where a new raw data file type is to be pro-
cessed, or when no pre-existing meta-program exists for pro-
cessing a selected raw data file type, the user may create a
meta-program by arranging commands 148 in sort commands
area 128 and inputting parameter values 150 for the com-
mands 148 where appropriate. To create a meta-program, the
user may print or otherwise display a sample raw data file 100
of the desired raw data file type, identify the format in which
the raw data of interest is contained in the raw data file 100,
and assemble commands 148 in sort commands area 128 to
extract the data of interest based on the format. The manner in
which the user assembles commands 148 based on the format
of'the raw data file 100 will be better understood after reading
the description below of execution of the commands 148 to
extract data from raw data file 100. After the user assembles
the desired commands 148 and parameter values 150 in sort
commands area 128, the user may provide a file name for the
meta-program in selected files area 146 and actuate export
commands icon 122G, which causes the execution of a plu-
rality of commands programmed to copy the contents of sort
commands area 128 into a new meta-program file for later
use. Alternatively, instead of populating selected files area
146 with the desired meta-program filename, the user may be
prompted to provide a directory name or other target storage
location for the new meta-program, as well as a file name.

Whether the user imports a meta-program or creates one,
the user may actuate the setup icon 122C, which causes the
execution of a plurality of commands programmed to verify
that the arrangement of commands 148 in sort commands
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area 128 and the inputted parameter values 150 associated
with those commands 148 do not violate certain logical rules.
For example, execution of setup icon 122C verifies that the
list of commands 148 does not include a command that
defines the beginning of a loop of commands (as described
below) without including a command 148 defining the end of
the loop. Additionally, setup icon 122C compares the param-
eter values 150 associated with the listed commands 148 to
ensure that the parameter values 150 are present where nec-
essary, and are of the expected type and value where appro-
priate.

Continuing with the example depicted in the figures, after
the user imports a meta-program using import commands
icon 122F, the user may actuate run icon 122D. Actuation of
run icon 122D causes the execution of the commands 148
listed in sort commands area 128, in the order listed, to pro-
cess each of the raw data files 100 included in selected files
area 138 (here, raw data file “XP792_ 1.dat”” The first com-
mand 148 listed in sort commands area 128 is the RNL
command, which as shown in command description area 130
performs the function of reading N lines of information in raw
data file 100. The associated parameter value 150 is 3, which
specifies that three lines of information are to be read. Refer-
ring back to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C, the purpose of the RNL
command in this context is to advance past the initial two lines
164, 166 contained in raw data file 100, which will always be
present according to the format of raw data file 100, and
include information that will not be used in the processing of
raw data file 100 as described below. Essentially, the RNL
command is used here as a skip command to move a virtual
pointer through raw data file 100 to a location suitable for
performing the next command 148 listed in sort commands
area 128.

The next listed command 148 is the RUTF command,
which performs the function of reading through raw data file
100 until finding the text string provided as the parameter
value 150 corresponding to the RUTF command. Here, the
parameter value 150 is “****” This parameter value 150 was
provided because, according to the format of raw data file
100, after moving beyond lines 164, 166, the first occurrence
168 of the string “****” will occur after header block 102,
which has been determined not to include information of
interest to the user. Again, the RUTF command is used in this
context as a skip function, to move the virtual pointer through
raw data file 100 past header block 102. Another RNL com-
mand is then executed (with the parameter value of 3) to move
the virtual pointer past the initial header information 170 of
first data set 104A. At this point in the execution of the
meta-program listed in sort commands area 128, raw data file
100 has been read to the line designated 172 in FIG. 1B.

The next listed command 148 in sort commands area 128 is
the RNLLA command, which performs the function of copying
N lines from raw data file 100 into an array, which is a
temporary file or spreadsheet page for holding the informa-
tion until an output file is generated as described below. The
associated parameter value 150 for the parameter N in this
example is 16. Accordingly, sixteen lines of data, beginning
with line 172 are copied from raw data file 100 into an array
location, which in this example is another spreadsheet page
174 named array (see FIG. 4). The raw data copied during the
execution of the RNLA command includes all of the data
associated with data set 104A. More specifically, all of the
values in parameter name column 108, each of the four data
columns 110A-D and pass/fail indicator columns 112A-D,
range column 114, and units column 116 are copied into
Array page 174 for further processing as described below.
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Next, another RNL command is executed, with a parameter
value 150 of 1. This advances the virtual pointer associated
with the meta-program to line 176 of raw data file 100. After
advancing to line 176, a GNP command is executed, with the
parameter values 150 of 1 and “Serial Number=" As indi-
cated in command description area 130 of FIG. 4, the GNP
command performs the function of obtaining a parameter (or
multiple parameters) from raw data file 100 in the current line
of the virtual pointer. Here, the first text string following the
parameter 150 “Serial Number=""in the current line 176 will
be copied to another page 178 named “Parameters™ as shown
in FIG. 4. The text string in this example is “W16_001”
which corresponds to the serial number of the item tested that
generated the data included in data set 104 A.

The next three commands, OPOF, WATF, and CLOF per-
form the functions of opening an output file for storage of the
contents of Array page 174, writing the contents of Array
page 174 to that output file, and closing the output file, respec-
tively. The name of the output file is the same as the name of
the input file (i.e., the raw data file 100 being operated upon
from the files included in selected files area 138) plus the text
string read by the GNP command described above (i.e., the
text “W16_ 001" stored in Parameters page 178).

The next command is the LPST command, which as indi-
cated in command description area 130, performs the func-
tion of defining the beginning of a loop of commands 148.
The commands 148 listed in sort commands area 128 after the
LPST command and before the LPEND command, which
defines the end of the loop, are executed repeatedly until the
end of raw data file 100 is reached. More specifically, the
RNL command advances the virtual pointer one line in raw
data file 100. The RNLA command reads another sixteen
lines of data (i.e., the next data set 1048) into Array page 174.
The next RNL command advances the virtual pointer another
line. The GNP command copies the serial number of the
copied data set 1048 into Parameters page 178. Finally, the
OPOF, WATF, and CLOF commands create a separate output
file for each data set 104, with a name corresponding to the
serial number associated with the data set 104. In this manner,
all of the data sets 104 are read from raw data file 100 and
included in separate output files having names corresponding
to the serial numbers of the test items that generated the data
sets 104.

As should be understood from the foregoing, the particular
arrangement of commands 148 in sort commands area 128
and the selection of parameter values 150 corresponds pre-
cisely to the known format of the information in the raw data
file 100 being processed. For any format of raw data file 100,
the user may define a meta-program in the manner described
above that, when executed, generates output files with names
and contents as desired by the user. Thus, sort page 120 may
be used to operate on raw data files 100 with predefined
meta-programs or to create meta-programs for later use in
processing raw data files 100.

Turning now to FIG. 5, an import page 180 is depicted
which is configured to import selected data from selected
output files created using the sort functionality of sort page
120 described above. In general, the sort functionality
extracts selected data from raw data files 100 and creates
output files including the individual extracted data sets 104.
The import functionality operates on those output files to
assemble other arrangements of the data contained therein
and store those arrangements in a temporary storage location,
such as another spreadsheet page 236 named Datal as shown
in FIGS. 4 and 5. These data arrangements are created accord-
ing to the commands 148 included on import page 180, and
are prepared for the purpose of facilitating graphical presen-
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tation of the data included therein or some other presentation
format that permits analysis of the data.

Import page 180 generally includes a plurality of user
interface elements including source files area 184, an import
commands area 186, a plurality of function icons 188, and a
command description area 190. Source files area 184 includes
directory cell 192, extension cell 194, files list area 196, and
selected files area 198. Import commands area 186 includes a
plurality of commands 148 and corresponding parameter val-
ues 150 listed in tabular format similar to that of sort com-
mands area 128 of FIG. 4. Plurality of function icons 188
includes list icon 188A, setup icon 188B, and run icon 188C.
Finally, command description area 190 includes a list of avail-
able commands 200 and their associated descriptions 202 and
parameter descriptions 204.

In operation, the user inputs the name of the directory
containing the output files generated by sort page 120 in
directory cell 192 of source files arca 184 and the extension of
the output file names of interest in extension cell 194. When
the user actuates list icon 188A, a plurality of commands are
executed that are programmed to access the named directory,
identify files having the designated file extension, create a list
of the output files, and populate files list area 196 with the
output file names. The user then moves or copies the names of
output files desired for further processing into selected files
area 198. Although import page 180 does not include a pre-
view icon as shown on sort page 120 of FIG. 4, it should be
understood that in an embodiment of the present disclosure,
such a preview icon may be provided to assist the user in
selecting the output files listed in files list area 196 for inclu-
sion in selected files area 198.

At this point in the process, the user may use another
application (e.g., Word Pad) to view one of the selected output
files in selected files area 198 for the purpose of creating a list
of commands 148 in import commands arca 186 for further
processing of the data in the output files. Alternatively, the
user may print one of the output files to view its contents and
determine the manner in which to further process the data. In
this example, the output files contain the extracted portions of
raw data file 100 as a result of the sort functionality described
above.

As shown in FIG. 6, each output file 234 includes sixteen
lines of data arranged as data block 206. In this example, the
output file is named “XP792_1_W16_001.out.” The first
two lines 208, 210 of data correspond to parameter names
“Ips 2 and “Ips 3,” which are power supply measurements
for the integrated circuit tested in the manner described
above. As the integrated circuit uses a shared power supply
circuit for each of the four operational amplifiers contained
therein, only two measurements are taken. Thus, for these two
lines 208, 210 of data, columns 212, 214, 216, 218 are popu-
lated, providing a pass/fail indication for the power supply
measurements, the measurements themselves, the range val-
ues, and the units, respectively. Each of the remaining param-
eter names listed in parameter name column 220 include a
pass/fail indication in pass/fail indicator column 212, a mea-
surement for the first operational amplifier in column 214,
pass/fail indications and measurements for each of the other
three operational amplifiers in columns 222-232, range val-
ues in column 216 and units values in column 218.

Using the format of output file 234 depicted in FIG. 6 as a
guide, the user constructs a listing of commands 148 in import
command area 186 in a manner similar to that described
above with reference to sort commands area 128. In this
example, we assume that the user is interested in the power
supply measurements taken for the operational amplifiers
tested, and each of the measurements for all four operational
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amplifiers for all other parameters tested. The user is not
interested in the pass/fail indicators or the range or units
values. The first command 148 in this example is the RNL
command with a parameter value of 1, which performs the
function of advancing the virtual pointerto the first line 208 of
the output file (i.e., the line beginning with the parameter
name “Ips 2”). Next, the GPPL command performs the func-
tion of obtaining values listed in the current line. The associ-
ated parameter 150 for this GPPL command is 1,4, which
causes the command to obtain the first and fourth quantities
listed in line 208. Here, the first quantity is “2” because there
is a space between the “Ips” and the “2” at the beginning of
line 208. The fourth quantity is “0.8689.” The GPPL com-
mand stores these values in another page 236 of the spread-
sheet named “Data 1,” as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. Next, a
RNL command advances the virtual pointer 1 line. The fourth
command is another GPPL command with the parameter 1.4.
Again, this GPPL command extracts the first and fourth quan-
tities in the current line (i.e., line 210) and writes them to the
Data 1 page 236 in the next row. The fifth command 148 is a
LPST command, which indicates the beginning of a loop, the
end of which is designated by the LPEND command at the
end of the list. Between these commands 148 are an RNL
command with a parameter of 1, which causes the virtual
pointer to advance to the next line of the output file, and
another GPPL. command. This GPPL command has a param-
eterof'1,3,5,7,9. As should be apparent from the foregoing,
the combination of these two commands 148 between the
LPST and LPEND commands causes the extraction of the
parameter name, and the associated value for each of the four
operational amplifiers. It should be further understood that
the user may designate GPPL parameters to extract more or
fewer values as is desired for the final analysis of the data. As
such, import page 180 advances through all of the data in the
current output file 234, writing the parameter names and
values to Data 1 page 236 until the end of the file 234 is
reached.

If multiple file names are included in selected files area 198
of import page 180, then the above described command set is
repeated for each listed output file 234 until the last file 234 is
processed. As such, all of the desired data is extracted from
the selected output files 234 and stored in Data 1 page 236,
with a blank row in between each arrangement of data. A
truncated data arrangement 238 from Data 1 page 236 is
provided in FIG. 7 for the example described herein.

Data arrangement 238 of FIG. 7 is the input file for the
extract functionality of the extract page 240 of FIG. 8. In one
embodiment, extract page 240 is used to create tabular
arrangements of data in a format suitable for graphic presen-
tation. Inthis example, one of the parameters, Vos, included in
data arrangement 238 for each serial number of item tested, is
extracted and arranged such that one column includes the
serial number of the item tested and the adjacent column
includes the Vos values for that item, one value for each
operational amplifier in the package. In this manner, a graphi-
cal representation of the Vos values of the various items tested
may be created.

Referring now to FIG. 8, extract page 240 generally
includes a plurality of user interface elements including an
extract command area 244, an extract icon 246, a command
description area 248, a source data sheet cell 252, and a
destination cell 254. In general, extract page 240 is used to
remove portions of the data in Data 1 page 236, and store
those selected portions in another temporary storage location,
such as spreadsheet page 182 named EData 1 in this example.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

The data is stored in EData 1 page 182 in a format suitable for
graphically or otherwise presenting the data for analysis and
evaluation.

In operation, after populating cells 252 and 254, the user
assembles a list of commands 148 in extract command area
244 to specify the data desired for further processing. When
the user actuates extract icon 246, the commands 148 listed in
extract command area 244 are executed sequentially for the
source data sheet, Data 1 page 236. The user in this example
first includes a GPN command with a parameter of Vos.
Referring back to FIG. 7, this command causes the virtual
pointer to move through Data 1 page 236 until it locates the
parameter Vos as indicated by the numeral 260. The next
command, LPST, designates the beginning of a loop in the
manner described above. The next four commands are
repeated until the end of Data 1 page 236 is reached. The
XFHL command extracts text from header information
according to the associated parameter value, which is 3 in this
example. As shown in FIG. 7, each data arrangement 238
includes a text header 262, such as “XP792_1_ 10.out” for
the first data arrangement 238A. This text header 262 is
obtained from the filename of the first file listed in selected
files area 198 of import page 180 of FIG. 5. The XFHL
command with a parameter 3 causes the program to search
text header 262 for the third text string, as separated by
underscores. Here, the extracted text is “10,” which specifies
the serial number for the tested item. The text “10” is then
placed in EData 1 page 182 in the location 264 shown in F1G.
9. It should be understood, however, that when the original,
raw data file 100 is created, the operator may place additional
information in text header 262 (i.e., in addition to serial num-
ber) to indicate, for example, the conditions under which the
test data was obtained (e.g., temperature, vibration, etc.). The
next command, ANR, with a parameter of 3 causes the virtual
pointer to advance through Data 1 page 236 three rows. This
location is the Vos parameter 260 in first data arrangement
238A. The following XYPL command, with parameter 2.3,
4.5 causes the extraction of the second, third, fourth, and fifth
values in the current row of source Data 1 page 236, and the
placement of those values in row 268 adjacent the text “10” as
shown in FIG. 9. The final command in the loop is the FNH
command, which advances the virtual pointer through Data 1
page 236 until it locates the next text header 262 (i.e., the
header for data arrangement 238B corresponding to the sec-
ond item tested). Thus, the meta-program shown in FIG. 8
causes the extraction of all Vos values for each data arrange-
ment 238 in Data 1 page 236, and the arrangement of those
values in a row following their associated serial number as
shown in FIG. 9.

Referring now to the Plot page 280 of FIG. 10, there is
shown a plurality of user interface elements including a
source sheet area 282, a property column 284, setting/value
column 286, an x-data column 288, a y-data column 290, a
ploticon 292, and an add data icon 294. The user specifies the
name of the page containing the output from the extract
functionality described above in source sheet area 282. In this
example, the page name is EData 1. Property column 284
includes a plurality of attribute identifiers 296 for the graphi-
cal presentation of the data in EData 1 page 182. The user
specifies the desired attributes for each attribute identifier 296
by populating setting/value column 286. Here, the user has
specified that the title of the graph will be “XP792 Voltage
Offset.” The x-axis label will be “Stress,” and the y-axis label
will be “Volts.” The minimum and maximum values for the
graph are designated in setting//value column 286 adjacent
the respective attribute identifiers 296. If the user desires a
logarithmic scale for either the x axis or the y axis, the user
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populated the adjacent cells with a value of 1. Otherwise, as
shown in FIG. 10, a value of O will result in a linear scale. The
xZerolnt attribute sets the location on the y-axis for the zero
value of the x-axis. Similarly, the yZerolnt attribute sets the
location of the zero of the y-axis along the x-axis. The nCol-
orGroup attribute sets the color of the data set to be added. The
GraphName attribute permits the user to designate the name
of'the file containing the graph. Finally, the npts attribute sets
the number of data points to be plotted.

The values in x-data column 288 and y-data column 290
specify which columns in EData 1 page 182 include the data
the user desires to use for the graphical presentation. Here, the
user has specified that the data range for the x-axis of the
graph is first column 261 in EData 1 page 182 of FIG. 9 (i.e.,
the serial number indicators). The user has further selected
the third column 263 of EData page 182 for the y-axis Vos
values, which corresponds to the measurements taken for
each second operational amplifier in each package tested. It
should be understood that the user may designate multiple
columns of data for the y-axis to plot the values, for example,
for the other operational amplifiers. When the user actuates
the ploticon 292, a plurality of commands are executed such
that the x and y axis data in EData 1 page 182 as specified are
used to generate a plot having attributes as specified by the
information in setting/value column 286. After a plot has been
created in this manner, the user may modify the parameter in
y-data column 290 and actuate add data icon 294 to include
additional data in the existing plot. In addition, the user may
modify the name in source sheet arca 282 as well as the y-data
parameter and use add data icon 294 to include data on the
existing plot from a different source data page.

Referring now to FIG. 11, an Analyze page 300 is shown
including a plurality of user interface elements including a
source sheet area 302, a function column 304, a setting/value
column 306, a model equation column 303, a starting param-
eters column 305, a final parameters column 307, a function
identification area 309, an x-data column 308, a y-data col-
umn 310, and an analyze icon 312. In operation, the user
specifies the name of the page containing the output from the
extract functionality described above in source sheet area
302. In this example, the source sheet is EData 1 page 182.
Function column 304 includes a plurality of different analysis
functions 314 which the user may select for analyzing the data
in the source page as specified in x-data column 308 and
y-data column 310. For example, function column 304
includes a curve fit function 314. When the user highlights
curve fit function 314, function identification area 309 is
populated with any model equations available for performing
the curve fit function. Here, a plurality of model equations
311 are listed along with corresponding equation numbers
313. The user selects a model equation by inputting the cor-
responding equation number 313 in model equation column
303. Additionally, as the least squares fit requires user-defined
starting parameters, the user enters a comma-separated list of
those parameters in starting parameters column 305. In the
example shown, the user has provided two parameters, indi-
cating a linear fit. As should be apparent to one skilled in the
art, three parameters are required for a quadric polynomial fit,
four parameters are required for a cubic fit, and so on. After
the equation number and starting parameters are entered, the
user actuates analyze icon 312.

When the user actuates analyze icon 312, a plurality of
commands are executed such that the selected function with
the provided parameters is performed on the selected data. In
one embodiment of the present disclosure, this yields two
results. The first is a set of final fitting parameters which are
displayed in final parameters column 307. The second result
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is a set of model data points having the same x coordinates as
the data specified in x-data column 308 and y coordinates
according to the model equation with final fitting parameters
which are displayed in final fitting parameters column 307.
This set of model data points may, in one embodiment, be
provided in the first available column of the input data sheet
specified in source sheet area 302. After performing an analy-
sis function as described above, the user may return to plot
page 280 and use it to graphically display the fitted curve over
the data to which the curve fitting equation was applied.

The foregoing description of the invention is illustrative
only, and is not intended to limit the scope of the invention to
the precise terms set forth. Although the invention has been
described in detail with reference to certain illustrative
embodiments, variations and modifications exist within the
scope and spirit of the invention as described and defined in
the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer implemented system for generating a
graphical representation of selected data from a raw data file
having a plurality of data sets arranged according to a fixed
format, including:

a machine readable, non-transitory, digital media storing a
plurality of machine readable processing sequences
comprising:

a first plurality of processing sequences operable to
facilitate a first plurality of user interactions compris-
ing a plurality of graphical user interface sections and
processing sequences and to generate pattern based
file translation activities comprising:

a graphical user interface section adapted to display
one or more source files on a digital file storage
device, said source files having a first file format;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
selecting one or more said source files having said
first format data files using said first graphical user
interface and load said source files for parsing and
translation from said first format to a second file
data format:

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
input and display of a set of user input or selected
file name extensions in a graphical user interface
section for selection or filtering of subsets of said
selected one or more said source files;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
displaying a list of available commands for a plu-
rality of user input data formatting instructions,

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
user input and storing of a first plurality of parse
lists, each of said first plurality of parse lists com-
prising a sequence of selected said user input data
formatting instructions associated with data con-
version of one or more user selected first format
data files, said first plurality of parse lists are stored
into a first plurality of parse list script files;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
selecting one or more said first plurality of parse list
script files;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
user selection of one or more said first format data
files and associating said user selected first format
data files with said selected parse list script files to
perform said data conversion; and

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
selective execution of said selected parse list script
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files on said user selected first format data files for
conversion into one or more said second format
data output files;

a second plurality of processing sequences operable to

facilitate a first plurality of user interactions compris-

ing a plurality of graphical user interface sections and

processing sequences to including importing said
selected data stored in said one or more second format
data output files, comprising:

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
selectively displaying and selecting said second
format data output files;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
displaying available commands for a plurality of
data import instructions;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
user input and storing of a second plurality of parse
lists, each of said second plurality of parse lists
comprising a sequence of user input said data
import instructions associated with data conversion
of one or more user selected second format output
data files into a first data structure, said second
plurality of parse lists are stored into a second plu-
rality of parse list script files;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
user selection of one or more said second format
data output files and associating said user selected
second format data files with said selected second
plurality parse list script files to perform said data
conversion;

a graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
selective execution of said selected second plural-
ity parse list script files on said user selected second
format data files for conversion of said one or more
selected second format data files into said first data
structure; and

a graphical user interface navigation section or bar
that is displayed with at least some of said plurality
of graphical user interface sections that is adapted
to permit a user to select between at least two said
graphical user interface sections;

a third plurality of processing sequences that extracts

data from each data set of the source data files data file
according to one or more selected said first plurality
of'parse lists and stores the extracted data in a plurality
of said second format data output files having a com-
mon output file format;

a fourth plurality of processing sequences that extracts

data from at least two of the plurality of second format
data output files according to one or more selected
said second plurality of parse lists and stores the
extracted data in said first data structure having a first
data structure format;

a fifth plurality of processing sequences that extracts

data from the first data structure according to a third
plurality of commands specified by the user in a
graphical user interface section adapted to facilitate
user input and storing of said third plurality of com-
mands based on the first data structure format and
stores the extracted data in a second data structure
having a second data structure format;
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a sixth plurality of processing sequences that generates a
graphical representation of user-specified data in the
second data structure;

wherein the third plurality of processing sequences further

responds to actuation of a sort list icon displayed by said

graphical user interface adapted to display and select

said source data file and further is adapted to display a

filename of the source data file, thereby permitting the

user to select the source data file as a source file;

wherein the plurality of data sets of at least one of the
source data files includes data relating to a different item
and an item identifier, and are arranged according to the
fixed format in a repeating sequence;

wherein the third plurality of processing sequences further

verifies that the user input data formatting instructions in

said first plurality of parse lists does not violate a set of
logical rules;

wherein the third processing sequence displays the con-

tents of the source data file in response to actuation of a

preview icon shown in one or more of said graphical user

interface sections associated with said first plurality of
processing sequences.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the user input data for-
matting instructions stored in said first plurality of parse lists
includes a command for locating a virtual pointer in the
source data file relative to identified content within the source
data file, acommand for advancing the virtual pointer through
the source data file a user-defined number of lines, a com-
mand for copying a user-specified quantity of data into a
temporary storage location, a command defining a beginning
of'aloop of commands, and a command defining an end ofthe
loop of commands.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the fourth plurality of
processing sequences further responds to actuation of an
import list icon displayed by said a graphical user interface
section adapted to facilitate selectively displaying and select-
ing said second format data output files by displaying filena-
mes of the second format data output files, thereby permitting
the user to select the at least two said second format data
output files from the displayed filenames.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the first data structure
includes a first arrangement of extracted data from one of the
second format data output files separated by a blank row from
a second of extracted data from another of the second format
data output files.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the second data structure
includes a tabular arrangement of extracted data wherein one
column in the tabular arrangement includes data from the first
arrangement relating to a variable and another column in the
tabular arrangement includes data from the second arrange-
ment relating to the variable.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the sixth processing
sequence enables user-selection of attributes of the graphical
representation.

7. The system of claim 1 further including a seventh pro-
cessing sequence that performs one of a plurality of user-
selected analysis functions on user-specified data in the sec-
ond data structure.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the plurality of user-
selected analysis functions includes a curve fit function.
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