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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus, method of propagating a signal and method of
manufacture for an antenna structure comprising a section
which is positioned or formed in relation to a portion of the
antenna structure, such that a portion of the electromagnetic
(EM) field that is emitted from the antenna structure is par-
tially slowed or phase shifted thereby resulting in an improve-
ment of the horizontal gain of the EM field.
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STEP-1
A

Provide dielectric material
and adapt form to refract
an electromagnetic wave
from a discone antenna

STEP-2 \ ‘

Apply adhesive material to
a portion of a disc of a
discone antenna on the
surface oriented towards a
cone portion of the
discone antenna

STEP-3 —\\

Place dielectric material on a disc surface
where adhesive was applied such that is
co—aligned with an axis of symmentry of the
discone antenna and positioned to
produce a predetermined refraction of an
electromagnetic wave generated from the
discone antenna

FIG—-13
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1
ANTENNA WITH SHAPED DIELECTRIC
LOADING

The invention described herein may be manufactured and
used by or for the Government of the United States of
America for Governmental purposes without the payment of
any royalties thereon or thereafter.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to the fabrication and use of
antenna systems used in transmitters and receiver systems. In
particular, the invention concerns structures or portions of
antenna structures used to shape emitted electromagnetic
(EM) wave patterns as well as methods of manufacturing and
use of the same.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Increasing use of high frequencies in radio frequency sys-
tems has led to a need to modify and adapt existing antenna
structures. Driving antennas at a higher frequency tends to
affect directivity and thus affecting the effective range of
antennas. As discussed in Christopher Coleman’s Basic Con-
cepts, An Introduction to Radio Frequency Engineering,
Cambridge University Press (2004), in EM, directivity is a
property of the radiation pattern produced by an antenna.
Directivity is defined as the ratio of the power radiated in a
given direction to the average of the power radiated in all
directions; the gain pattern is the product of the efficiency of
the antenna and the directivity.

For example, FIG. 1 shows an antenna, frequently called a
discone antenna, composed of a disc 1, a frustum circular
conic section structure 3, conductors 7 and a voltage source 9
with a throat or feed gap 5, typically connected in such a
manner as to have an axis of rotational symmetry 15. FIG. 2A
shows the FIG. 1 antenna with an axis of rotational symmetry
15 that is perpendicular to the disc 1 and runs through the
center of the cone structure 3. Discone antennas provide
azimuthally (defined as the plane orthogonal to the axis of
symmetry of the antenna and parallel to the disc component of
the antenna) omni-directional field (radiation intensity) pat-
terns over broad frequency ranges.

FIG. 2B shows an exemplary omni-directional radiation
pattern. In particular, FIG. 2B shows an antenna with an
elevation pattern 13A that is substantially directed perpen-
dicular to the axis of symmetry 15, having a direction of the
peak magnitude 11 of the elevation pattern.

FIG. 2C shows an exemplary radiation pattern at a higher
frequency where the resulting elevation pattern 13B is ori-
ented away from the axis perpendicular to the axis of sym-
metry by an angle 17 greater than 90 degrees. The FIG. 2C
radiation pattern shows a maximum radiation intensity ori-
ented toward the cone portion of the antenna. The direction
from the origin of the spherical frame of reference for the
antenna through the peak of the intensity pattern is defined by
a function of (U[J) here represented by direction of pattern
peak vector 11 when the elevation pattern is not parallel with
the plane of the disc component of the antenna. The included
angle 19 defines the degree of flair for the cone from the lower
portion of the axis of symmetry 15. If a discone antenna with
the radiation pattern as represented in FIG. 2C were mounted
on a vehicle, for example, the direction of pattern peak would
increasingly be below the horizon as frequency was
increased, thus reducing the range and effectiveness of such a
discone antenna. Accordingly, there is a need for an improved
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antenna design which provides improved directional gain that
also has a simple and highly durable design.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An apparatus and method of manufacture for an antenna
structure comprising a section which is positioned or formed
on a portion of the antenna structure, such that a portion of the
EM field that is emitted from the antenna structure is partially
slowed or phase shifted thereby resulting in an improvement
of the horizontal gain of the EM field.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an isometric view of a discone antenna;

FIG. 2A shows a cross section of a discone antenna with a
reference axis;

FIG. 2B shows an EM radiation pattern of the antenna
shown in FIG. 2A at a first frequency;

FIG. 2C shows an EM radiation pattern of an antenna
shown in FIG. 2A at a second frequency;

FIG. 3A shows a map of equal phase fronts and the asso-
ciated poynting vector for an EM wave propagating through
the structure of a discone antenna with the deflection associ-
ated with operation at higher frequencies;

FIG. 3B shows a map of equal phase fronts and the asso-
ciated poynting vector for an electro-magnetic wave propa-
gating through the structure of a dielectrically loaded discone
antenna with the attendant reduced deflection of the poynting
vector associated with operation at higher frequencies;

FIG. 4 shows an antenna with dielectric material for affect-
ing wave propagation;

FIG. 5 shows another embodiment of the invention with a
differently formed dielectric material;

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment of the invention with
another form for a dielectric material formed through the
throat of a discone antenna;

FIG. 7 shows another embodiment of the invention with a
dielectric formed of a plurality of layers;

FIG. 8 shows another embodiment of the invention having
a different plurality of layers;

FIG. 9 shows another embodiment of the invention having
a plurality of layers with different shapes;

FIG. 10 shows another embodiment of the invention hav-
ing at least one dielectric layer formed into a triangular cross
section form with peripheral grooves;

FIG. 11 shows another embodiment of the invention hav-
ing surface features in a portion of an antenna including
dielectric material formed with holes to further influence
wave propagation through the dielectric material;

FIG. 12 shows an isometric view of another embodiment of
the invention having a dielectric material formed into a trian-
gular shape on a disc section of a discone antenna that is
generally oriented towards a cone section of the discone
antenna, where axial grooves are formed into two of the faces
of' the triangular shape; and

FIG. 13 shows an exemplary method of manufacture for
one embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

An antenna or aerial is an arrangement of aerial electrical
conductors designed to transmit or receive radio waves which
is a class of EM waves. Physically, an antenna is an arrange-
ment of conductors that generate a radiating EM field in
response to an applied alternating voltage and the associated
alternating electric current, or can be placed in an EM field so
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that the field will induce an alternating current in the antenna
and a voltage between its terminals.

A radiation pattern is a graphical depiction of the relative
field strength transmitted from or received by the antenna.
Several curves or graphs are necessary to describe radiation
patterns associated with an antenna. If the radiation of the
antenna is symmetrical about an axis (as is the case in dipole,
helical and some parabolic antennas) a unique graph is suffi-
cient.

One definition of the term radiation pattern of an antenna is
the locus of all points where the emitted power per unit
surface is the same. As the radiated power per unit surface is
proportional to the squared electrical field of the EM wave.
The radiation pattern is the locus of points with the same
electrical field. In this representation, the reference is the best
angle of emission. Itis also possible to depict the directivity of
the antenna as a function of direction.

The “polarization” of an antenna can be defined as the
orientation of the electric field (E-plane) of the radio wave
with respect to the Earth’s surface and can determined by the
physical structure of the antenna and by its orientation. EM
waves traveling in free space have an electric field compo-
nent, E, and a magnetic field component, H, which are usually
perpendicular to each other and both components are perpen-
dicular to the direction of propagation. The orientation of the
E vector is used to define the polarization of the wave; if the
E field is orientated vertically the wave is said to be vertically
polarized. Sometimes the E field rotates with time and it is
said to be circularly polarized. Thus, a simple straight wire
antenna will have one polarization when mounted vertically,
and a different polarization when mounted horizontally. EM
wave polarization filters” are structures which can be
employed to act directly on the EM wave to filter out wave
energy of an undesired polarization and to pass wave energy
of a desired polarization. Polarization is the sum of the
E-plane orientations over time projected onto an imaginary
plane perpendicular to the direction of motion of the radio
wave. In the most general case, polarization is elliptical (the
projection is oblong), meaning that the antenna varies over
time in the polarization of the radio waves it is emitting.

There are two fundamental types of antennas which, with
reference to a specific three dimensional (usually horizontal
or vertical) plane, are either omni-directional (radiates
equally in all directions) or directional (radiates more in one
direction than in the other). All antennas radiate some energy
in all directions in free space but careful construction results
in substantial transmission of energy in certain directions and
negligible energy radiated in other directions. By adding
additional conducting rods or coils (called elements) and
varying their length, spacing, and orientation (or changing the
direction of the antenna beam), an antenna with specific
desired properties can be created.

Two or more antenna elements coupled to a common
source or load produces a directional radiation pattern. The
spatial relationship between individual antenna elements
contributes to the directivity of the antenna as shown in FIG.
3 A where the relationship of a disc 22 and a cone 21 influence
the EM wave 23 propagation direction (poynting vector) 24.
The term active element is intended to describe an element
whose energy output is modified due to the presence of a
source of energy in the element (other than the mere signal
energy which passes through the circuit) or an element in
which the energy output from a source of energy is controlled
by the signal input.

EM waves can be shaped can be shaped by causing them to
undergo propagation delays relative to free space propaga-
tion. EM waves are slowed relative to waves traveling through
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media or regions with relatively lower dielectric constants
when passing through media or regions of space with high
dielectric constants.

An isotropic antenna is an ideal antenna that radiates power
with unit gain uniformly in all directions and is often used as
a reference for antenna gains in wireless systems. There is no
actual physical isotropic antenna; a close approximation is a
stack of two pairs of crossed dipole antennas driven in quadra-
ture. The radiation pattern for the isotropic antenna is a sphere
with the antenna at its center. Peak antenna gains are often
specified in dBi, or decibels over isotropic. This is the power
in the strongest direction relative to the power that would be
transmitted by an isotropic antenna emitting the same total
power.

From IEEE Standard 145-1993 (2004): “Directivity (of an
antenna) (in a given direction) is the ratio of the radiation
intensity in a given direction from the antenna to the radiation
intensity averaged over all directions.” Equation 1 below
provides the equation for directivity is as follows

4nd(¢, 6)
Dave

1
D(g, 0) = M

where D(¢,0) is the three space directivity magnitude func-
tion of the antenna defined over the radial coordinate system
where the angle 0 is measured down from the axis of sym-
metry and the angle ¢ is measured from and arbitrary plane
including the antenna axis of symmetry; ®(¢,0) the radiation
intensity (power radiated per unit solid angle) of the antenna
defined over the same coordinate system as D(¢,0) and ®ave
is the global average of ®(¢,0) over all ¢ and 6.

For passive antennas (those not including power amplify-
ing components in their structure) directivity is a passive
phenomenon—power is not added by the antenna, but simply
redistributed to provide more radiated power in a certain
direction than would be transmitted by an isotropic antenna.
If an antenna has directivity greater than one in some direc-
tions, it must have less than one directivity in other directions
since energy is conserved by the antenna. An antenna
designer must take into account the application for the
antenna when determining the directivity. High-directivity
antennas have the advantage of longer effective range, but
must be aimed in a particular direction. Low-directivity
antennas have shorter range, but the orientation of the antenna
is inconsequential.

A dielectric, or electrical insulator, is a substance that is
highly resistant to electric current. When a dielectric medium
interacts with an applied electric field, charges are redistrib-
uted within its atoms or molecules. This redistribution can
alter the shape of an applied electrical field both inside the
dielectric medium and in the region nearby. When two elec-
tric charges move through a dielectric medium, the interac-
tion energies and forces between them are reduced. When an
EM wave travels through a dielectric, its speed slows and its
wavelength shortens.

Referring to FIG. 3B, the conjunction of regions, one with
arelatively high dielectric constant, e.g., dielectric 25, and the
other with a relatively lower dielectric constant, e.g., free
space 26, can act as a refractor for an EM wave 27. The
refractor, e.g., dielectric 25 and free space 26, alters the direc-
tion of propagation of the waves (poynting vector 28) emitted
from the structure with respect to the waves impinging on the
structure. It can alternatively bring the wave to a focus or alter
the wave front in other ways, such as to convert a spherical
wave front to a planar wave front. Thus a wave propagating
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mostly through a region with a high dielectric constant could
travel slower than the lesser portion traveling through aregion
with a lower dielectric constant.

FIG. 4 shows one embodiment of the invention with a
discone antenna comprising a disc 29 and a frustum circular
conic structure 31 that are formed relative to an axis of sym-
metry 28 which is perpendicular to the planar surface of the
disc 29. An annular structure of dielectric material 30 with a
triangular cross section is formed onto the lower peripheral
surface of the disc 29. The dielectric portion 30 design in this
embodiment can be determined by varying its shape and
dielectric composition so that, based on the desired frequency
range, the overall EM field or radio frequency wave that is
generated by the antenna in question is shifted towards the
horizon. Effectiveness of the various shapes and composi-
tions can be determined through modeling methods using
modeling software that is commercially available or through
empirical testing of the antenna designs using probe and test
equipment. Having more dielectric material in the area of the
disc side 29 causes the EM wave to travel slower along the
direct surface path along the disc 29 due to the relatively
higher dielectric property of the dielectric (as compared to
another medium, in this case free space) causing a phase
delay that pulls the EM wave (and therefore the field pattern
peak) towards the plane of the disc 29. This effect is more
pronounced as frequency is increased. The advantage of this
design is that the direction of the peak directivity of the
antenna is closer to or on the horizon for all or most of its
frequency band. Moreover, the dielectric material may be
changed to modify the pattern of an existing antenna.

Various solid shapes of dielectric can be utilized with a
discone antenna design, either in contact or not in contact
with the disc. Use of multiple layers or regions of dielectric
material with differing dielectric constants can be used to
reduce reflections at each dielectric interface and improve
shaping of the elevation pattern. For example, FIG. 5 shows
another embodiment of the invention where the dielectric
material 35 has a smooth shaped surface with cross section in
either the form of a circular segment or an elliptical segment
formed on the periphery of the disc 33 but has a gap between
the disc 33 and the frustum circular cone 37.

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment where a dielectric 43 is
formed in contact with disc 41 and a portion of the frustum
circular cone 45.

FIG. 7 shows another embodiment of the invention using a
discone antenna structure comprising a disc 47 with layered
dielectric materials 49, 50 are formed on an annular structure
with a triangular radial cross section onto an outer periphery
of disc 47 but not in contact with the circular cone section 51.
Dielectric material 50 is first formed on the lower portion of
the planar surface of disc 47 in a triangular cross sectional
form. Dielectric material 49 is formed into a triangular form
on the lower portion of the planar surface of the disc 47 so as
to encapsulate dielectric material 50 forming a combined
structure composed of two different dielectric materials 49,
50. The dimensions of the two layers 49, 50 are determined
based on the effect that refractive properties of the two layers
have on a portion of the EM field generated from the disc 47
and circular cone 51 antenna combination.

FIG. 8 shows another embodiment of the invention where
three dielectric layers 55, 57, 59 are formed as an annular
structure with a triangular cross section onto the surface of the
disc 53 facing the cone structure 61 of the discone antenna.

While a triangular shape is again used for the shape of the
three dielectrics, one on top of the other, it should be noted
that the invention in this case is not limited to this particular
shape or placement on a disc of a discone antenna. Dielectric
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material can be placed in various portions of an antenna, such
as a discone antenna. It is also possible to design an antenna
using various shapes and dielectric materials as to achieve the
desired effect on directional gain by placement of the phase
shifting material on a portion of the antenna structure.

FIG. 9 shows another embodiment of the invention where
dissimilarly shaped dielectric layers 65, 67, 69, 71 and 73
form a composite structure having an outer shape of a trian-
gular cross section which are used to adjust the refractive
properties associated with phase shifting a portion of an EM
wave to refract the EM wave in a predetermined direction. In
this example, there is a gap 62 between the dielectric com-
posite structure of dielectrics and the discone cone section 75.
The composite structure of dielectrics can be formed in con-
tact with a portion of the cone section 75. Multiple layers and
irregularly shaped dielectrics permits reduction of reflections
of the EM wave over an EM refractive boundary formed by
two areas having a different dielectric constant. Accordingly,
more than one layer is preferred if there is a need to increase
EM energy in a preferred direction. Irregularly shaped layers
are useful to further tune or mitigate reflections in a particular
portion of the wave front.

FIG. 10 shows an embodiment where a dielectric material
93 is formed onto the disc 91 of the discone antenna structure
with peripherally oriented grooves 95 cut into the outer sur-
faces of a dielectric material 93. The grooves and dielectric
material is formed to affect the radiation pattern and propa-
gation of the EM waves passing through the structure. Other
variants of surface shaping can be used to alter wave forms
and reduce reflections.

FIG. 11 shows another embodiment of the invention hav-
ing dielectric material 103 formed on a surface of a disc 101
which is oriented towards a circular cone 102 of a discone
antenna. In particular, the dielectric material 103 is formed
with holes 105 which further influence wave propagation
through the dielectric material 103. The holes 105 may be
formed to varying depths and/or diameters in order to further
tune wave propagation through the dielectric material 103. In
this embodiment, the holes 105 are shown as being radially
aligned, but need not be so aligned depending on the require-
ments of the implementation.

FIG. 12 shows another embodiment of the invention with
where a dielectric material 113 is formed onto an outer disc
portion 115 of a discone antenna on the side oriented towards
a frustum circular cone 117. The dielectric material 113 is
formed into a triangular annular form with radial/axial
grooves 111 formed onto two outer surfaces of the dielectric
material 113 not in contact with the disc 115 forming “teeth
like” protrusions. Other variants of surface shaping can be
used to alter wave forms in a preferential direction and reduce
reflections.

FIG. 13 shows one method of manufacture of an exemplary
embodiment of the dielectric loaded discone antenna. At step
1, a dielectric material is provided and adapted to refract a
portion of an EM wave generated from a discone antenna such
that the wave front of the EM wave propagates in a predeter-
mined direction upwards towards a plane that contains a disc
portion of a discone antenna to produce an annular dielectric
component. It should be noted that the dielectric material
formed in this case will always refract an EM wave but more
refraction will occur at higher frequencies. At step 2, an
adhesive material is applied to a portion of the disc of the
discone antenna oriented towards the frustum circular cone of
the discone antenna. At step 3, the annular dielectric compo-
nent is placed on the surface of the disc of the discone antenna
oriented towards the frustum circular cone portion of the
discone antenna and co-aligned along the axis of symmetry of
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the discone antenna and attached with the adhesive previ-
ously applied to the disc. Placement in this embodiment is
accomplished to position the dielectric material to refract EM
waves in a predetermined direction. It should be noted that
any means can be used to couple the dielectric component to
the discone antenna which will allow joining of the two
components. Alternatively the dielectric material could be
deposited upon the disc by a variety of deposition methods to
achieve rough form and subsequently machined to its final
shape. Added layers could subsequently be deposited upon or
attached to disc and dielectric as required. The figure shows a
triangular shape of the dielectric material however the actual
surface shape of the dielectric material can be added to pro-
duce a desired change in directivity of an EM wave produced
by passing an EM wave through a dielectric.

It should be noted that, while exemplary embodiments of 13

the invention have been described and illustrated, the present
invention is not to be considered as limited by such descrip-
tions and illustrations but is only limited by the scope of the
appended claims.

8

What is claimed is:

1. An antenna structure comprising:

a first antenna element, said first antenna element being
adapted to produce a first electromagnetic radiation pat-
tern comprising a first and second reference axis; and

a second antenna element, said second antenna element
comprising a material adapted to refract a portion of said
first electromagnetic radiation pattern to produce a sec-
ond electromagnetic radiation pattern which has a third
reference axis being substantially orthogonal to said first
reference axis;

wherein said second antenna element comprises a plurality
of layers having an outer layer formed with a plurality of
recesses formed within a face of the outer layer adapted
to refract said first electromagnetic radiation pattern in a
predetermined direction.



