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1
WIDE AREA NOISE CANCELLATION
SYSTEM AND METHOD

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

The invention described herein was made in the perfor-
mance of official duties by employees of the Department of
the Navy and may be manufactured, used and licensed by or
for the United States Government for any governmental pur-
pose without payment of any royalties thereon.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to an open air,
wide area noise cancellation system and method. More par-
ticularly, the present disclosure relates to a system and
method for improved identification and characterization of
noise sources including identifying locations and predicted
paths of moving noise sources and then generating noise
cancelling sound waves based on the detected locations and
predicted paths of the noise sources.

As cities continue to grow, environmental noise pollution
has become an increasing problem for the location of homes
and businesses. Airports, highways, construction sites, and
factories are common noise producing sources located near
homes and businesses.

Noise blocking walls are often built between roads and
nearby houses. However, it is not practical to build sound
blocking walls to block off all homes and businesses from
noise producing sources. The wide area noise cancellation
system and method of the present disclosure provides
improved noise cancellation without requiring the use of such
noise blocking walls or other sound blocking structures.

As air traffic continues to increase and cities continue to
grow, homes and businesses are often located near airports. At
the same time, the size of aircraft continues to increase lead-
ing to greater noise pollution. Public complaints often lead to
restrictions being imposed on flight paths and operation hours
for airports. Often, residential development may be prohib-
ited or restricted in areas surrounding the airport flight paths.
The system and method of the present disclosure reduces the
impact of noise pollution within areas located near common
noise sources, such as airports. Therefore, the present system
and method may allow use of property close to airports (or
other noise sources) without requiring substantial usage
restrictions.

While one embodiment of the present disclosure is particu-
larly useful in areas surrounding airports, other embodiments
may be used in other areas such as near construction sites,
sporting venues such as automobile race tracks, factories or
adjacent highways. In one embodiment, the open air noise
cancellation system of the present disclosure is used in areas
surrounding a military base or other noise producing area to
substantially reduce or cancel noises occurring on the base
from being heard outside a base perimeter. This reduces the
likelihood that persons located outside the base perimeter will
hear operations occurring inside the military base.

In one illustrated embodiment of the present disclosure, a
wide area noise cancellation system is provided for reducing
the effect of noise generated by at least one noise source
within a noise producing area at locations outside the noise
producing area. The system includes a plurality of spaced
apart microphone arrays positioned within the noise produc-
ing area. Each microphone array detects noise from at least
one noise source located in the noise producing area and
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generates an output signal indicative of the detected noise.
The system also includes a noise signal processor configured
to receive the output signals from the plurality of microphone
arrays. The processor processes the output signals to deter-
mine noise cancellation signals to reduce the effect of noise
from the at least one noise source. The system further includes
a plurality of speaker arrays located at spaced apart locations
around a periphery of the noise producing area. The plurality
of speaker arrays receive the noise cancellation signals from
the processor and generate inverse sound waves to reduce the
effect of the noise from the at least one noise source before the
noise from exits the noise producing area.

In one illustrated embodiment, the plurality of microphone
arrays are spaced apart around a perimeter of noise producing
area, and the plurality of speaker arrays are spaced apart
around the perimeter of noise producing area at locations
radially outwardly from the locations of the plurality of
microphone arrays. [llustratively, the noise producing area is
a military base, a construction site, or a factory.

In another illustrated embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, a method is provided for reducing the effect of noise
generated by at least one noise source within a noise produc-
ing area at locations outside the noise producing area. The
method includes providing a plurality of speaker arrays
located at spaced apart locations around a periphery of the
noise producing area, detecting noise from the at least one
noise source located in the noise producing area, determining
noise cancellation signals based on the detected noise to
reduce the effect of noise from the at least one noise source,
and driving the plurality of speaker arrays with the noise
cancellation signals to generate inverse sound waves to
reduce the effect of the noise from the at least one noise source
before the noise from exits the noise producing area.

In yet another illustrated embodiment of the present dis-
closure, a wide area noise cancellation system is provided for
reducing the effect of noise generated by a noise source. The
system includes at least one speaker array and at least one
microphone array configured to detect noise from the noise
source before the noise reaches the at least one speaker array.
Each speaker array includes a plurality of speakers arranged
to provide substantially 360° coverage for sound waves pro-
duced by the speaker array. Each microphone array generates
an output signal indicative of the noise detected from the
noise source. The system also includes a noise signal proces-
sor configured to receive the output signals from the at least
one microphone array. The processor processes the output
signals to determine a location of the noise source, to deter-
mine inverse sound waves based on the output signals, and to
generate noise cancellation signals to drive the at least one
speaker array so that the at least one speaker array genera s the
inverse sound waves to reduce the effect of the detected noise
from the noise source before the noise reaches the location of
the at least one speaker array.

In an illustrated embodiment, the noise source is a moving
noise source, and the processor determines the location and a
predicted path of the moving noise source based on the output
signals received from the at least one microphone array. The
location and the predicted path of the moving noise source are
used by the processor along with the output signals from the
at least one microphone array to determine the inverse sound
wave. In one illustrated embodiment, the processor adjusts a
phase and a frequency of the inverse sound waves based on
the location of the at least one speaker array relative to the
location and the predicted path of the noise source.

In still another illustrated embodiment of the present dis-
closure, a method is provided for reducing the effect of noise
generated by a noise source. The method includes providing



US 8,737,634 B2

3

at least one speaker array. Each speaker array includes a
plurality of speakers arranged to provide substantially 360°
coverage for sound waves produced by the speaker array. The
method also includes detecting noise from the noise source
before the noise reaches the at least one speaker array, deter-
mining a location of the noise source, generating noise can-
cellation signals based on the detected noise and the deter-
mined location ofthe noise source, and driving the at least one
speaker array with the noise cancellation signals so that the at
least one speaker array generates the inverse sound waves to
reduce the effect of the detected noise from the noise source
before the noise reaches the location of the at least one
speaker array.

In oneillustrated embodiment of the present disclosure, the
method further includes generating calibration sound waves
with the at least one speaker array, detecting the calibration
sound waves, determining areas of sound interference within
anoise cancellation area, and adjusting the noise cancellation
signals based on the determined areas of sound interference
within the noise cancellation area.

In another illustrated embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, the method further includes generating and storing
sound profiles from at least one known noise source, and
adjusting the noise cancellation signals to generate the
inverse sound waves based on the stored sound profiles from
the at least one known noise source.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan-
tages of this invention will become more readily appreciated
as the same become better understood by reference to the
following detailed description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatical view illustrating a wide area
noise cancellation system of the present disclosure located
adjacent in airport runway;

FIG. 2 is another embodiment of the present disclosure in
which the wide area noise cancellation system and method is
used to cancel noise sources within a predetermined area such
as a military base, factory or construction site, for example;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating components of the
noise cancellation system of the present disclosure including
the plurality of microphone arrays, a noise signal processor,
and a plurality of speaker arrays;

FIG. 4 is an illustrated embodiment of one of the speaker
arrays coupled to the noise signal processor and coupled to a
mechanical adjustment control to alter a position or orienta-
tion of individual speakers within the speaker array;

FIG. 5is a flow chartillustrating the steps performed by the
wide area noise cancellation system to detect noise produced
by noise sources and generate signals to drive each speaker
array to cancel or reduce the noise in areas surrounding the
speaker arrays;

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating the steps performed by the
wide area noise cancellation system to detect a location of a
noise source and predict a path of movement of the noise
source based upon sounds detected by the microphone arrays
and upon inputs from other sensors indicating a location of
the noise source, and then generating the individualized sig-
nals to drive each speaker array to cancel or reduce the noise;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating steps performed by the
wide area noise cancellation system to store sound profiles
from known noise sources in a database and use the stored
sound profiles to identify new noise sources and generate the
signals to cancel or reduce the noise;
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FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating steps performed by the
wide area noise cancellation system to map an area to deter-
mine sound interference from large structures or geographic
features and then use the stored sound map when generating
the signals to drive each speaker array to cancel or reduce
detected noises; and

FIG. 9 is a diagrammatical view illustrating operation of
the wide area noise cancellation system to detect and cancel
orreduce noise from a noise source before it reaches a speaker
array located near homes or businesses within an area covered
by the noise cancellation system.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views. Although the drawings
represent embodiments of various features and components
according to the present disclosure, the drawings are not
necessarily to scale and certain features may be exaggerated
in order to better illustrate and explain the present disclosure.
The exemplification set out herein illustrates embodiments of
the invention, and such exemplifications are not to be con-
strued as limiting the scope of the invention in any manner.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to the
embodiments illustrated in the drawings, which are described
below. The embodiments disclosed below are not tended to be
exhaustive or limit the invention to the precise form disclosed
in the following detailed description. Rather, the embodi-
ments are chosen and described so that others skilled in the art
may utilize their teachings. It is understood that no limitation
of'the scope of the invention is thereby intended. The inven-
tion includes any alterations and further modifications in the
illustrated devices and described methods and further appli-
cations of the principles of the invention which would nor-
mally occur to one skilled in the art to which the invention
relates.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, an open-air wide area noise
cancellation system 10 is illustrated in an area surrounding a
noise source such as an airport 12. In FIG. 1, roads 14 and 16
are shown near the airport 12. The wide area noise cancella-
tion system 10 includes a plurality of microphone arrays 18
and a plurality of speaker arrays 20 strategically placed at
spaced apart locations throughout neighborhoods surround-
ing the airport 12. A first group of microphone arrays 18A are
located near the airport runway. The first group of micro-
phone arrays 18A detect noise from airplanes 24 moving in
the direction of arrow 25 during takeoff of the airplane 25. An
outer group of microphone arrays 18B detects noise from
airplanes 24 approaching the airport runway for landing in a
direction opposite to arrow 25. Central microphone arrays
18C are interspersed throughout the neighborhood surround-
ing the airport 12. Microphone arrays 18A-C detect noise
from noise sources such as airplane 25. Signals from the
microphone arrays 18A-C are provided to a central noise
signal processor 30 as shown in FIG. 3.

The noise signal processor 30 evaluates output signals
from the microphone arrays 18 indicative of the detected
noise from the noise source. Processor 30 determines the
inverse sound waves necessary to cancel or reduce the effect
of noise from the airplane 25 in a conventional manner. Typi-
cally, the inverse sound waves are 180 degrees out of phase
with the sound from the noise source to cancel the noise. In
the embodiment of FIG. 1, noise processor 30 provides indi-
vidualized signals to each speaker array 20 necessary to pro-
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duce the inverse sound waves to reduce or cancel the noise
from airplane 25 within the neighborhoods adjacent the air-
port 12.

Another embodiment of the present disclosure is illustrated
in FIG. 2. In this embodiment, the wide area noise cancella-
tion system 10 is configured to reduce or cancel noise from
noise sources 24 within a noise producing area or zone 22. In
certain illustrated embodiments, the noise producing area 22
is a military base, a construction site, a factory, a sporting
venue such as a race track or other area in which noise reduc-
tion is desirable. The noise producing area 22 may include
first and second protective fences 26 and 28 designed to
secure the noise producing area such as the military base. In
illustrated embodiments, the fences 26 and 28 are secure
barbed-wire or razor-wire fences which permit sound to pass
through but deter people from entering the area 22.

A plurality of microphone arrays 18 are spaced apart
around a perimeter of area 22 defined by inner fence 26
surrounding the noise sources 24. The microphone arrays 18
detect noises from noise sources 24 within the area 22 and
provide the detected noise signals to a central processor 30.
The central processor 30 processes the detected noise signals,
determines the positions and any movement of the noise
sources 24, and determines the inverse sound waves neces-
sary to substantially reduce or cancel the noise from noise
sources 24. Processor 30 then provides individualized signals
to drive a plurality of speaker arrays 20 to optimize cancella-
tion of the noise from noise sources 24. In the illustrated
embodiment, the speaker arrays 20 are spaced apart and sur-
round the perimeter of the noise producing area 22. For
example, in one embodiment the speaker arrays 20 are
located between the first and second fences 26 and 28.

Inverse sound waves generated by the speaker arrays 20
substantially reduce or cancel noise from noise sources 24
before noise exits the noise producing area 22 or as the noise
is exiting the area. For military base applications, people
located outside the noise producing area 22 cannot hear
activities or maneuvers taking place on the military base. For
construction sites, factories, race tracks, or the like surround-
ing areas have substantially reduced noise levels to minimize
the noise pollution impact of the construction sites or facto-
ries on nearby locations.

FIG. 3 illustrates the plurality of microphone arrays 18
coupled to the central noise signal processor 30. The central
noise signal processor 30 is configured to process signals
from the microphone arrays 18, determine appropriate noise
cancellation signals, and generate signals to drive each of the
speaker arrays 20 to substantially reduce or cancel noise from
noise sources.

In certain illustrated embodiments, other location indica-
tors or sensors 32 are provided to facilitate locating the noise
sources. For instance, transponder data or GPS data from
moving objects such as airplanes or radar data may be pro-
vided as inputs to the noise signal processor 30 to facilitate
detection of the location of the noise source 24 such as air-
plane 25. Noise signal processor 30 is also coupled to a
computer memory 34 to provide a database to facilitate pro-
cessing of the noise signals and generating the inverse wave
forms for driving the speaker arrays 20 as discussed below. In
other embodiments, temperature and humidity sensors 32
provide data to processor 30.

FIG. 4 illustrates the noise signal processor 30 and one
exemplary embodiment of a speaker array 20. Each speaker
array 20 illustratively includes a plurality of separate drivers
36 and coupled to the noise signal processor 30 and separate
speakers 38 provide a directional speaker array 20. In one
illustrated embodiment, speakers 38 provide an omni-direc-
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6

tional speaker array 20 with 360 degrees of coverage. Mul-
tiple speakers 38 may be aligned at different angles, such as
every 90° or so around a mounting post to provide the 360°
sound coverage from the speaker arrays 20.

In an illustrated embodiment, the speaker arrays 20 are
high quality outdoor speaker arrays such as warning sirens or
stadium speakers. As discussed above, each speaker array 20
includes a plurality of speakers 38 to transmit sound waves in
any desired direction away from the speaker array 20.
Depending on the application, only certain speakers 38 in the
speaker array 20 may be driven to provide directional sound
waves from the speaker array 20 as discussed below. The
speaker arrays 20 are positioned throughout a neighborhood
or desired coverage area to minimize sound wave overlap
from the other speaker arrays 20, but to ensure maximum
coverage of the entire desired noise cancellation area. In
illustrated embodiments, the speaker arrays 20 may be direc-
tional speaker arrays or modulator series speaker arrays avail-
able from Federal Signal Corporation located in University
Park, I11., for example. It is understood that any other suitable
speaker array 20 may also be used.

FIG. 4 also illustrates a mechanical adjustment controller
39 coupled to speakers 38 and coupled to noise signal pro-
cessor 30. In one embodiment, speakers 38 are located in a
fixed position during installation. In another embodiment, the
location and orientation of the speakers 38 are adjustable by
mechanical adjustment controller 39 based on the desired
inverse wave signals. Controller 39 illustratively provides
both vertical height adjustment and angular orientation
adjustment (side to side and/or up and down) of the speakers
38 relative to a mounting structure.

Iustratively, the microphone arrays 18 include at least 3-4
microphones arranged to detect directional vectors for the
noise sources. The microphones in each array 18 are illustra-
tively arranged in a triangular or pyramidal configuration.
The Doppler eftect may be used to locate the noise source. By
using multiple microphone arrays 18 each including multiple
microphones, the noise signal processor 30 processes the
detected noise signals to generate a three dimensional (3D)
noise picture associated with sounds produced by a noise
source. The processor 30 processes the 3D noise picture to
detect a peak signal and determine a motion vector from each
of the microphone arrays 18.

In one illustrated embodiment disclosed in FIG. 5, sounds
from at least one noise source 24, 25 are detected with the
plurality of microphone arrays 18 as illustrated at block 40.
The noise signal processor 30 processes the output signals
from the microphone arrays 18 to create a 3D noise picture of
the noise generated by the noise sources 24, 25 as illustrated
at block 42. Processor 30 then identifies a peak noise location
and a predicted path for a moving noise source as illustrated
at block 44. Next, processor 30 calculates the inverse sound
waves needed to cancel the predicted noise as the noise source
moves along the predicted path as illustrated at block 46.

The processor 30 modifies the inverse sound waves for
each speaker array 20 location relative to the noise source
location and the predicted path as illustrated at block 48. A
location of each of the speaker arrays 20 is stored in database
34. Therefore, processor 30 knows the locations for each
speaker array 20 within a noise cancellation area relative to
the detected noise source. The processor 30 modifies the
phase and/or frequency of the inverse sound waves for each
particular speaker array 20 based on its location relative to the
determined location ofthe noise source and the predicted path
of the noise source. In addition, processor 30 modifies the
inverse sound waves based on the locations of speaker arrays
20 relative to each other as illustrated at block 50. After the
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necessary inverse sound waves for each speaker array 20 are
calculated, the processor 30 generates individualized signals
to drive speakers 38 within each speaker array 20 to reduce or
cancel the noise from the noise source as illustrated at block
52.

As discussed above, in certain illustrated embodiments,
inputs from other location indicators or sensors 32 are pro-
vided to the central noise signal processor 30 to assist with the
location of the noise sources 24, 25 and the calculation of the
predicted paths for the noise sources 24, 25. Humidity or
temperature sensor inputs may also be used to alter the inverse
sound waves. The use of inputs from other sensors 32 is
illustratively shown in FIG. 6. Sounds from a noise source 24,
25 are detected using the plurality of microphone arrays 18 as
illustrated at block 60. In addition, inputs from other sensors
32 regarding the location of a noise source 24, 25 are received
by the central noise processor 30 as illustrated at block 62. For
instance, transponder data, GPS data or radar location data
may be provided to the processor 30 to assist with locating
and tracking movement of the noise source 24, 25.

Using both the signals detected by the microphone arrays
18 and the signals from other indicators or sensors 32, pro-
cessor 30 identifies the location of the noise source 24, 25 and
determines a predicted path for the noise source as illustrated
at block 64. Next, processor 30 calculates the inverse sound
waves needed to cancel the predicted noise as illustrated at
block 66. Processor 30 then generates individualized signals
to drive each speaker array 20 to cancel or reduce the noise
from the noise sources 24, 25 as illustrated at block 68.

In certain instances, such as near airports or construction
zones, noises are often repeated by the noise sources 24, 25 at
different times. For instance, airplanes 25 taking off or land-
ing have distinct sound profiles which may be recorded and
stored in database 34 for future reference. Different airplanes
25 having different engines produce different sound profiles.
Flap settings on the airplanes 25 during takeoff and landing
are a significant cause of noise. By recording and storing
sound profiles associated with certain reoccurring noise
events, such as airplanes 25 taking off and landing, the signal
processor 30 can use the recorded sound profiles to help
predict expected sound profiles and paths of movement for
newly detected noise sources. In addition, certain equipment
within construction sites or factories may produce sound
profiles which can be recorded and stored in database 34 to
facilitate with the determination of the inverse sound waves
for noise cancellation.

FIG. 7 illustrates the classification of sounds from known
noise sources and the use of such stored noise data to facilitate
noise cancellation. In this embodiment, noise from noise
sources 24, 25 is detected with the plurality of microphone
arrays 18 as illustrated at block 70. Noise profiles including
peak noise levels at different frequencies are tracked,
recorded and classified as the noise source moves along a path
as illustrated at block 72. Processor 30 generates sound pro-
files and stores the sound profiles from the known noise
sources in database 34 for future reference as illustrated at
block 74. Next, a new noise source is detected using micro-
phone arrays 18 as illustrated at block 76. Processor 30 com-
pares sounds generated by the new noise source with the
stored sound profiles from known noise sources is illustrated
at block 78. Using this comparison, processor 30 generates
inverse sound waves based on speaker array 20 locations as
illustrated at block 80. Next, processor 30 generates signals to
drive each speaker array 20 to provide inverse sound waves to
reduce or cancel the detected and/or predicted noise from the
new noise source as illustrated at block 82.
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When installing the wide area noise cancellation system 10
within a neighborhood or desired area, large structures or
certain geographic features impact the way sound travels
through the noise cancellation area. During installation, the
system 10 determines the impact of these geographic features
or large structures on system performances as shown in FIG.
8. Processor 30 is used to generate signals to drive speaker
arrays 20 to produce known calibration sound waves as illus-
trated at block 84. The calibration sound waves are detected
with the plurality of microphone arrays 18 as illustrated at
block 86. Processor 30 then maps the area to compare actual
sounds received by the microphone arrays at block 86 with
the predicted sounds that should have been received based on
the signals provided to the speaker arrays 20. Processor 30
maps the noise cancellation area to determine areas of inter-
ference from the large structures or geographic features of the
region as illustrated at block 88. Processor 30 then stores the
area sound map in the database 34 as illustrated at block 90.

Next, a new noise source is detected with the plurality of
microphone arrays 18 as illustrated at block 92. Processor 30
determines the desired inverse sound waves based on the
detected noise, including the noise location and predicted
path, and using the stored area sound map as illustrated at
block 94. In other words, the processor 30 makes adjustments
to the inverse sound waves based upon the pre-determined
interference from large structures or geographical features
within the noise cancellation area. Next, processor 30 gener-
ates signals to drive each speaker array 20 to provide inverse
sound waves to reduce or cancel the noise from the noise
source as illustrated at block 96.

While the illustrated embodiments use the stored sound
maps of interference patterns for reducing the noise from
noise sources, the stored interference maps are used in
another embodiment to alter sound waves produced by the
speaker arrays 20 for producing warning sirens, public
address messages or other acoustic signals to improve sound
quality in the area around speaker arrays 20. In one illustrated
embodiment, speaker arrays 20 are giant voice speakers.

The multidirectional or omni-directional speaker arrays 20
are particularly effective at cancelling noise from moving
noise sources 24, 25 before the noise reaches the speaker
array 20. In one illustrated embodiment shown in FIG. 9, a
noise source 24 is moving in the direction of arrow 25 toward
microphone arrays 18. A speaker array 20 is located within a
noise cancellation area next to buildings 100A-100D. In the
illustrated embodiment, the speaker array 20 of FIG. 9
includes separately facing, adjustable speakers 38A, 38B,
38C, and 38D. Speakers 38A, 38B, 38C, and 38D emit sound
waves directionally as shown by diagrammatic wave patterns
102A, 102B, 102C, and 102D, respectively. In other words,
each speaker 38A, 38B, 38C, and 38D emits sound waves
covering about a 90 degree coverage area from speaker array
20.

The microphone arrays 18 detect noise from the moving
noise source 24 and provide the received signals to central
noise signal processor 30 as discussed above. The noise signal
processor 30 determines the location of the noise source 24
and calculates a predicted path of movement of the noise
source shown by arrow 25. The processor 30 generates sig-
nals to drive speaker(s) 38A of speaker array 20 to produce
inverse sound waves directionally as shown by waves 102A to
cancel the noise from moving noise source 20 before the noise
source 24 reaches the speaker array 20 shown in FIG. 9.
Therefore, the noise from noise source 24 may be reduced or
cancelled at buildings 100A and 100B, even though these
buildings are located between the moving noise source 24 and
the speaker array 20. In other noise cancellation systems, the
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noise is not cancelled or reduced until the sound waves have
passed a noise cancellation speaker. The speaker arrays 20
provide 360 degrees of noise cancellation capability without
requiring the use of noise blocking walls or other sound proof
structures used in conjunction with the speaker arrays 20.
This reduces the expense of installing the wide area noise
cancellation system 10.

In certain embodiments, additional speakers or adjustable
sound reflectors 104 A, 104B are located on certain buildings
100A, 100B, respectively. In an illustrated embodiment of the
present invention, the noise signal processor 30 adjusts the
position and/or angular orientation of speakers 38A using the
mechanical adjustment controller 39 to form and guide the
inverse sound wave 102 A generated by speaker 38A. In addi-
tion, a noise signal processor 30 may provide input signals to
speakers or adjustable sound reflectors 104A, 104B to help
guide or steer the inverse sound wave 102A toward the opti-
mal location to cancel the noise from moving noise source 24.
Adjustable or non-adjustable sound reflectors or sound
absorbers 104A, 104B may be used on the buildings 100A,
100B to help minimize sound reflections or interference to
focus and steer the sound waves 102A toward the noise source
24.

While embodiments of the present disclosure have been
described as having exemplary designs, the present invention
may be further modified within the spirit and scope of this
disclosure. This application is therefore intended to cover any
variations, uses, or adaptations of the disclosure using its
general principles. Further, this application is intended to
cover such departures from the present disclosure as come
within known or customary practice in the art to which this
invention pertains.

The invention claimed is:

1. A wide area noise cancellation system for reducing the
effect of noise generated by at least one noise source within a
noise producing area at locations outside the noise producing
area, the system comprising:

a plurality of spaced apart microphone arrays positioned
within the noise producing area, each microphone array
detecting noise from at least one noise source located in
the noise producing area and generating an output signal
indicative of the detected noise;

a noise signal processor configured to receive the output
signals from the plurality of microphone arrays, the
processor processing the output signals to determine
noise cancellation signals to reduce the effect of noise
from the at least one noise source; and

a plurality of speaker arrays located at spaced apart loca-
tions around a periphery of the noise producing area, the
plurality of speaker arrays receiving the noise cancella-
tion signals from the processor and generating inverse
sound waves to reduce the effect of the noise from the at
least one noise source before the noise from exits the
noise producing area;

wherein the noise signal processor generates signals to
drive the at least one speaker array to produce calibration
sound waves, the calibration sound waves being
detected by the at least one microphone array, the pro-
cessor processing output signals from the at least one
microphone array representing the detected calibration
sound waves to determine areas of sound interference
within a noise producing area, and wherein the processor
adjusts the determined inverse sound wave based on the
determined areas of sound interference within the noise
producing area.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of micro-

phone arrays are spaced apart around a perimeter of noise
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producing area, and the plurality of speaker arrays are spaced
apart around the perimeter of noise producing area at loca-
tions radially outwardly from the locations of the plurality of
microphone arrays.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein inner and outer fences
surround the noise producing area, the plurality of micro-
phone arrays being located inside the inner fence and the
plurality of speaker arrays being located between the inner
and outer fences.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the noise producing area
is a military base.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the noise producing area
is a construction site.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the noise producing area
is a factory.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein each microphone array
includes at least three microphones.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein each microphone array
includes four microphones arranged in a pyramidal configu-
ration.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of speaker
arrays generate the inverse sound waves to reduce the effect of
the detected noise without the use of noise blocking walls.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein noise from a plurality of
known noise sources is detected with the plurality of micro-
phone arrays, and wherein the processor generates and stores
sound profiles based on the noise from the known noise
sources, the processor adjusting the noise cancellation signals
used to generate the inverse sound waves based on the stored
sound profiles from known noise sources.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein a plurality of speakers
of each speaker array include a separate driver configured to
receive a noise cancellation signal from the processor so that
the processor separately drives speakers of the speaker array.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein each speaker array
includes a plurality of separate directional speakers angularly
spaced around a mounting structure to provide substantially
360° coverage for inverse sound waves produced by the
speaker array.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein each speaker array
includes four separate speakers angularly spaced apart by
about 90° on the mounting structure, the speakers being sepa-
rately drivable to provide directional noise cancellation
inverse sound waves.

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the plurality of direc-
tional speakers of each speaker array are adjustable in height
and angular orientation, and further comprising a mechanical
adjustment controller configured to selectively adjust the
height and angular orientation of the plurality of directional
speakers, the mechanical adjustment controller being
coupled to the noise signal processor, the noise signal proces-
sor sending signals to adjust the height and angular orienta-
tion of the directional speakers based upon the determined
inverse sound waves necessary to reduce the effect of the
detected noise.

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor processes
the output signals from the plurality of microphone arrays to
determine a location of the at least one noise source, the
processor adjusting a phase and a frequency of the inverse
sound waves based on the location of the speaker arrays
relative to the location of the noise source.

16. A method for reducing the effect of noise generated by
at least one noise source within a noise producing area at
locations outside the noise producing area, the method com-
prising:
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providing a plurality of speaker arrays located at spaced
apart locations around a periphery of the noise produc-
ing area;

detecting noise from the at least one noise source located in

the noise producing area;

determining noise cancellation signals based on the

detected noise to reduce the effect of noise from the at
least one noise source;

driving the plurality of speaker arrays with the noise can-

cellation signals to generate inverse sound waves to
reduce the effect of the noise from the at least one noise
source; and

generating calibration sound waves with the at least one

speaker array; detecting the calibration sound waves;
determining areas of sound interference within a noise
cancellation area; and adjusting the noise cancellation
signals based on the determined areas of sound interfer-
ence within the noise cancellation area.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the plurality of
speaker arrays generate the inverse sound waves to reduce the
effect of the detected noise without the use of noise blocking
walls.

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising generating
and storing sound profiles from at least one known noise
source; and adjusting the noise cancellation signals to gener-
ate the inverse sound waves based on the stored sound profiles
from the at least one known noise source.

19. The method of claim 16, further comprising determin-
ing a location of the at least one noise source using the
detected noise, and adjusting a phase and a frequency of the
inverse sound waves based on the location of the speaker
arrays relative to the location of the noise source.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein each speaker array
includes a plurality of separate directional speakers angularly
spaced around a mounting structure to provide substantially
360° coverage for inverse sound waves produced by the
speaker array, and further comprising adjusting at least one of
a height and an angular orientation of the plurality of direc-
tional speakers of the at least one speaker array based on the
inverse sound waves necessary to reduce the effect of the
detected noise.

21. A wide area noise cancellation system for reducing the
effect of noise generated by a noise source, the system com-
prising:

at least one speaker array, each speaker array including a

plurality of directional speakers arranged to provide a
plurality of sound wave coverage patterns that together
provide substantially 360° coverage for sound waves
produced by the speaker array;

at least one microphone array configured to detect noise

from the noise source before the noise reaches the at
least one speaker array, each microphone array generat-
ing an output signal indicative of the noise detected from
the noise source; and

a noise signal processor configured to receive the output

signals from the at least one microphone array, the pro-
cessor processing the output signals to determine a loca-
tion of the noise source, to determine inverse sound
waves based on the output signals, and to generate noise
cancellation signals to drive at least one directional
speaker within the at least one speaker array so that the
at least one directional speaker generates the inverse
sound waves directed towards a noise source to reduce
the effect of the detected noise from the noise source
before the noise reaches the location of the at least one
speaker array;
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wherein the processor generates signals to drive the at least
one speaker array to produce calibration sound waves,
the calibration sound waves being detected by the at
least one microphone array, the processor processing
output signals from the at least one microphone array
representing the detected calibration sound waves to
determine areas of sound interference within a noise
cancellation area.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the noise source is a
moving noise source, and wherein the processor determines
the location and a predicted path of the moving noise source
based on the output signals received from the at least one
microphone array.

23. The system claim 22, wherein the location and the
predicted path of the moving noise source are used along with
the output signals from the at least one microphone array to
determine the inverse sound wave and to determine which of
the direction speakers of the at least one speaker array to
drive.

24. The system of claim 22, wherein the at least one speaker
array generates the inverse sound wave to reduce the effect of
the detected noise without the use of noise blocking walls.

25. The system of claim 22, wherein the processor adjusts
a phase and a frequency of the inverse sound waves based on
the location of the at least one speaker array relative to the
location and the predicted path of the noise source.

26. The system of claim 22, wherein the processor also
receives signals from at least one location indicator to assist
the processor with determining the location and the predicted
path of the noise source.

27. The system of claim 26, wherein the location indicator
is one of a transponder, a GPS device, and a radar device.

28. The system of claim 21, wherein the processor adjusts
the determined inverse sound wave based on the determined
areas of sound interference within the noise cancellation area.

29. The system of claim 21, wherein noise from a plurality
of known noise sources is detected with the at least one
microphone array, and wherein the processor generates and
stores sound profiles based on the noise from the known noise
sources, the processor adjusting the noise cancellation signals
used to generate the inverse sound waves based on the stored
sound profiles from known noise sources.

30. The system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of direc-
tional speakers of each speaker array include a separate driver
configured to receive a noise cancellation signal from the
processor so that the processor separately drives directional
speakers of the speaker array.

31. The system of claim 21, wherein a plurality of speaker
arrays are spaced apart to minimize overlap of sound waves
produced by the speaker arrays while maximizing coverage
of a noise cancellation area.

32. The system of claim 21, wherein each speaker array
includes a plurality of separate speakers angularly spaced
around a mounting structure to provide the 360° coverage for
sound waves produced by the speaker array.

33. The system of claim 32, wherein each speaker array
includes four separate speaker banks angularly spaced apart
by about 90° on the mounting structure.

34. The system of claim 21, wherein each microphone
array includes at least three microphones to produce a trian-
gulation of the noise source.

35. The system of claim 34, wherein each microphone
array includes four microphones arranged in a pyramidal
configuration.

36. The system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of direc-
tional speakers of each speaker array are adjustable in height
and angular orientation, and further comprising a mechanical
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adjustment controller configured to selectively adjust the
height and angular orientation of the plurality of directional
speakers, the mechanical adjustment controller being
coupled to the noise signal processor, the noise signal proces-
sor sending signals to adjust the height and angular orienta-
tion of the directional speakers based upon the determined
inverse sound waves necessary to reduce the effect of the
detected noise.

37. A wide area noise cancellation system for reducing the
effect of noise generated by a noise source, the system com-
prising:

at least one speaker array, each speaker array including a

plurality of directional speakers arranged to provide a
plurality of sound wave coverage patterns that together
provide substantially 360° coverage for sound waves
produced by the speaker array;

at least one microphone array configured to detect noise

from the noise source before the noise reaches the at
least one speaker array, each microphone array generat-
ing an output signal indicative of the noise detected from
the noise source; and

a noise signal processor configured to receive the output

signals from the at least one microphone array, the pro-
cessor processing the output signals to determine a loca-
tion of the noise source, to determine inverse sound
waves based on the output signals, and to generate noise
cancellation signals to drive at least one directional
speaker within the at least one speaker array so that the
at least one directional speaker generates the inverse
sound waves directed towards a noise source to reduce
the effect of the detected noise from the noise source
before the noise reaches the location of the at least one
speaker array;

wherein the areas of sound interference are caused by

buildings and geographical features within the noise
cancellation area.

38. A method for reducing the effect of noise generated by
a noise source, the method comprising:

providing at least one speaker array, each speaker array

including a plurality of directional speakers arranged to
provide substantially 360° coverage for sound waves
produced by the speaker array;
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detecting noise from the noise source before the noise

reaches the at least one speaker array;

determining a location of the noise source;

generating noise cancellation signals based on the detected

noise and the determined location of the noise source;
and

driving at least one directional speaker of the at least one

speaker array with the noise cancellation signals so that
the at least one directional speaker generates the inverse
sound waves directed toward the noise source to reduce
the effect of the detected noise from the noise source
before the noise reaches the location of the at least one
speaker array;

further comprising generating calibration sound waves

with the at least one speaker array; detecting the calibra-
tion sound waves; determining areas of sound interfer-
ence within a noise cancellation area; and adjusting the
noise cancellation signals based on the determined areas
of sound interference within the noise cancellation area.

39. The method of claim 38, wherein the noise source is a
moving noise source, the method further comprising deter-
mining a predicted path of the moving noise source based on
the detected noise and the determined location of the noise
source.

40. The method of claim 39, further comprising adjusting
the noise cancellation signal based on the predicted path of
the moving noise source.

41. The method of claim 39, further comprising adjusting a
phase and a frequency of the inverse sound waves based on
the location of the at least one speaker array relative to the
location and the predicted path of the noise source.

42. The method of claim 38, further comprising generating
and storing sound profiles from at least one known noise
source; and adjusting the noise cancellation signals to gener-
ate the inverse sound waves based on the stored sound profiles
from the at least one known noise source.

43. The method of claim 38, further comprising adjusting
at least one of a height and an angular orientation of the
plurality of directional speakers of the at least one speaker
array based on the inverse sound wave necessary to reduce the
effect of the detected noise.
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